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T  O  T  H  E 

Rivht  Keverend  Father  in  G  0  D, 

JONATHAN 

j 

Lord Sl/hop  of  EX E T E R.  , 

•  ^  i  .  t  .  '  >  . 

.  My  Lord,  ;  ,  ;  ; 

E  Have  at  lafl ,  with  yduc 
Favour  anH;  Encourage  mental 
Ere^ed  ah’  Otgan  in  bur 
Parifli-GhiirchJA  thing  which 
I  have  almoft  thefe  Ten  years  endeavoured 
to  do  j  and  had  once  obtained  the  Recom- 

j  • 

nlendation  of  it  from  ypufLordfhip/'s  wdrthy'- 
PredecelTor  ,  the’^Iafc  nioft  Reverend  Arch-'' 
Biflhop  of  This  feemed  at  that  Time 

to  be  Embraced  and  Subfcribed  to  with  great 
AfFe£iion  by  the  whole  Body  of  our  Corpo¬ 
ration  ;  but  the-want  of  Sincerity  in  fomej 
or' a  vigorous  Profecution  in  othera^  under 
the  Everlafting  Pretence*  of  the  Badnefs  of 
the  Times,  gave  a  Difeouragement  to  the 
Defign,  however ,  Ufeful  and  BerieficiaP  itf 

was. 


The  Epijlle  Dedicatory. 

was.  And  (b  for  that  Time  ic  came  to  No¬ 
thing. 

But  now  I  hope  our  Tempers  are  chang¬ 
ed  for  the  better,  and  that  ,  they  are  not  fo 
bad,  as  they  may  be  Reprefented  to  be  ; 
which,  our  continual  Averfioii  to  this  fort 
of  Church- Muffck  ,  would  give  the  World 
too  great  caufe  to  Sufpe£i: :  We  have  there¬ 
fore  taken  the  beft  Courfe  to  Remove  fuch 
a  Sufpicion,  and  to  fliew,  That  we  Refolve 
with  our  utmoft  Zeal  and  Diligence  and 
Sincerity  to  Scrye  Cod ,  according  to  the 
Methods  of, our  Excellent  Conftitution  ,  in 
his  own  Houfe  of^ Prayer;  and  by  the  help 
of  the  Organ  to.  tai(e  our  Affe£lions  and  Ex- 
dte  our  Devotion  thereto. 

This  being  the  firft  Erefted  in  your  Lord- 
fliip’s  Diocefi  (  out  of  the  City  )  fince  the 
Great  Rebellion  had  deftroyed  the  Life  of 
them  in  many  Places.  I  could  not  but  judge 
it  mofi:  proper  to  Dedicate  this  Difcourfe, 
which  was  Preached  to  a  very  Numerous  Au¬ 
ditory,  at  the  Time  our  Organ  was  lirfl: 
made  life  of,  to  your  Name,  under  the  hap¬ 
py  Influence  of  whofe  Government,  we  en¬ 
joy  fo  much  Safety  and  Defence  in  our  pre- 
fent  Eftablifhment. 


The 


The  Epijlle  Dedicatory. 

The  Subjeft  indeed  deferves  your  Prote* 
fl^ion,  while  it  already  has  your  Encourage¬ 
ment  :  But  the  Blame  of  the  Compofition 
mull:  lye  at  my  own  Door,  and  1  have  no 
mind  to  add  to  that  by  making  an  Apology 
for  its  Publication. 

I  could  not  indeed  well  avoid  the  giving 
leave  to  Ibme  Friends  to  Tranlcribe  a  Copy 
who  delired  it ;  unlefs,  I  Ihould  feem  to 
Ihrink  from  a  Juftificatioo  of  what  I  delivered 
to  them  from  the  Pulpit,  which  I  think  too 
mean  a  Thing  ,  both  with  Refpeft  to  the 
Dignity  of  my  Office,  and  the  Argument  I 
have  undertaken  to  defend..  Therefore  I 
chofe  rather  to  Gratific  them  this  way^  than 
to  give  them  that  Trouble,  which  I  am  fure 
would  make  it  lefs  Anfwer  their  ExpeSation. 

i ^  \  ^  .  I 

Mjf  Lordf 

It  is  now  highly  to  be  wiffied  (  if  fuch  a 
Wiffi  be  not  too  great  in  ouc  days)  That  all 
others  who  poffefs  the  fame  Station  and' Dig¬ 
nity  in  our  Church  with  Ton,  were  as  zealous 
and  hearty  in  Promoting  the  Intereft,  and 
Defending  the  Rights  of  its  Conftitution.  It 
would  make  fome  of  us  happy  beyond  our 
Expedation,  and  othels  beyond  their  De%n, 


^he  Epijlle  ^Dedicatory. 

-  - - -  _ 

if  not  againft  their  Wills.  i  Thcii  ,W6i might 
feerour  Excellent  Eftablilhment  widOldEvg- 
land.  flourilh  in  ouriTime,  as  they  did  in  that 
of  our  Forefathers.  >  .  /..i  • 

May  you  ftill  go  onAvtrh: a- Primitive  Zeal 
and  Courage  to  fupport  this  beft  Part  of 
Chriftianity.j  .  For ,  if  this  be  ever '  fuffered 
to  fall,  ..we  have'  too  much  reafon  to  think, 
That  little.elfe  but  Anarchy  and  Confufion, 
if  not'Atheifm  and  Profanenefi,  will  quickly 
follow,'  Paft  Experience  of  this  will,!  hope, 
liifficiently'  forewarn  us  againft  future  Dan¬ 
ger.  ji  And  that  the. former  may  never  again 
be  fried,-' nor  cbnleqiiently  the  latter  ever 
more  be  felt  in  our  Land,  is  and  ftiall  be  the 
conftant  Prayer  and  Endeavours  ofj  ’ 

'  /  ’  • 

My  Lord, 


Your  Lordjhips 

Tidcombe,Sept.2^. 

Moji  Obedient  and 

r,'  ;:r,  0  '  '  ;  '  '  ‘‘ 

1  woji  Faithful  Servant 
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L  AWFUL  N  ESS  and  Use 

ORGANS 

I  N  T  H  E 

PSALM  CL.  4.  latter  part. 

- ‘Praife  him  vioith  jlringed  InJlrU’^ 

merits  and  Organs^ 


WHEN  holy  David,  the  great  Pattern 

for  Adoration  and  Praife, either  up¬ 
on  occafion  of  feme  fignal  Delive¬ 
rance  received  at  the  Hands  of  God  ^ 
or  being  moved  with  a  more  than  ordinary  Impulfe 
of  the  Spirit,  to  Laud  and  Magnifie  his  holy  Name 
for  the  multitude  of  his  Mercies. 

Or  when  he  more  ordinarily  Addrefled  himfelf 
unto  him  in  Publick  Prayer  and  Thankfgiving,  ma¬ 
king  known  his  Requefts ,  making  Profefiion  of 

B  his 
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his  Faith,  complaining  of  the  State  of  the  Wicked  ^ 
of  the  Malice  of  his  Enemies  ^  giving  Encourage¬ 
ment  to  the  Pious,  or  Cwnfort  to  the  Afflifted  ,  and 
upon  mofl  other  Occafions  incident  to  the  State  and 
Condition  of  Himfelf  and  People. 

He  prefently  compofed  a  Pfalm^  and  fent  for  the 
chief  PrefelT:  of  his  Choir,  to  fit  and  prepare  it  to 
fome  Mufical  Inftrument,  fuitable  to  the  Occafion, 
to  Elevate  his  Mind,  and  toE:s:cite  hiS‘ E>evotion. 

And  when  his  PredecefTor  Siml  was  poffefled  with 
the  EvH  Spirit^  the  Royal  Prophet  having  notice  of 
i;Sam.  1(5. 25,  it,  Took^  an  Harp  and  play  d  with  his  band.  So  the 
latter  part  of  the  Verfe  fays ,  Sa/d  ivas  refrefied  and 
VP  as  TPcU^  and  the  Evil  Spirit;  departed  from  him* 

A  Lapide  ip..  This  Evil  Spirit  fom  the  l^rd.,  was  thought  to  bC  ' 

a  deep  Melancholy,  which  opprefied  his  Spirits  and 
difeompofed  his  Mind,  and- which  might  lye  the‘ 
heavier  upon  him,  through  the  Inlligation  of  the* 
Devil,  being  moft  apt  to  work  Mifchief  upon  me¬ 
lancholy  People,and  to  bring  them  intofuch  akind 
of  Diftradibn.The  proper  Cure  of  this,w^s  conclu¬ 
ded  to  be,  a  feafonable  Application  of  Mufick.  The 
force  of  which,  when  made  by  the  skilful  Hand  of 
the  infpired  Mufician,the  Devi! could  not  withfrand. 

’  But  in  fpite  of  his  Fomenting  the  Dife:^,  Saufs 
Mind  was  exhilerated,  and  his  Melancholy  driven 
away. 

It  will  not  now  be  amifs,  T  hope,  if  from  fuch  In- 
ftances  of  the  life  and  Power  of  Mufick,  I  take  the 
fame  Method  of  th^Pfalmifi^  in  recommending  to 
your  Praftice  ,  the-  conftant  offering  up  your  Pray¬ 
ers  and  Praifesainto  Almighty  God, in  this  his  orvn- 
Honfe  of  Prayer^  and  in  order  to  the  being  more  De¬ 
vout  and  Zealous  in  the  Divine  Worftiip  and  Service, 

accord- 


. .  . -  Tl  -  - - - - - - 

in  the  Chrijlian  Church,  3 

according  to  the  elrcellent  Method  of  out*  lilCOmpa^ 
table  Liturgy,  if  I  reGommend  alfo  the  life  of' 
Church-Mufick  in  order  to  your  rtiore  Soletlin,  Live¬ 
ly  and  Aifectionate  Performance  of  it. 

This  being  moft  proper  to  raife  out  AfFeftions,  to 
chear  up  @ilr  Heatts,and  to  Invigorate, as  well  as  to 
Regulate  our  Defires  ^  and  likewife  to  drive  away 
the  Evil  Spirit:  frotn  us.  I  do  not  mean  only  futrll 
an  heavy  and  melancholy  Spirit  as  Saf^Fs  Was  ^  but  a 
much  worfe  ^  and  no  doubt ,  both  raifed  and  fo¬ 
mented  by  the  Devil  too,',  viz-  The  Spirit  Of  Divlfo 
on^  and  Hatred,  and  Anitnofity*  The  Spirit  of  An¬ 
ger^  of  Envy,  of  Malice  ^  of  P^eVenge ,  and  other 
fuch  diforderly  and  mifchievous  Paffioris, Which  this 
will  be  apt  to  drive  from  our  Minds,  arid' is  a  pro¬ 
per  Remedy  againfl:. 

Thofe  great  Ends^  among  many  others,  which  t 
(hall  hereafter  fhew,  being  very  likely  to  be  promo¬ 
ted  by  this  means,  will  aDundantly  compenfate  for 
that  Pious  and  Exemplary  Beneficence  we  have 
(hewn,  in  erefting  this  ftately  and  magnificent  Stru¬ 
cture  of  an  Organ,,  noW  Dedicated  to  the  Honour  of 
God,  the  Service  of  his  Church,  and  the  Good  of 
his  People.  By  an  happy  Providence,  is  this  agaifl 
reftored  to  that  very  Place,  from  whence  the  other, 
by  Sacrilegious  Hands^  was  fometime  fince,  pull’d 
down  and  deftroyed. 

And  I  doubt  not  but  thofe  who  have  fa  freely 
contributed  towards  it^  will  conclude  theif  Money 
put  to  a  very  good  Ufe,  and  that  theyd  find  a  great 
Satisfactrcm  in  it  themfelves  ^  and  the  greater  con- 
ftantly,,  as  they  fee  the  Benefit  and  Advantage  of  it, 
redound  both  to  themfelves  atid  others,  .  And  may  ‘ 
the  BIcffingof  God  gO  alcmg  with  ft,  and  Delcend 

B  2  upon 
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upon  the  Heads  of  thofe  particularly,  who  have  been 
the  Encouragers  and  Promoters  of  it. 

To  which,  if  it  may  in  any  wife  contribute,  I 
fliall  make  it  the  Bufinefs  of  this  Day  to  Affert  the 
Lawfulnefs,  and  Recommend  the  life  of  it.  And 
this  I  have  chofen  to  do,  from  a  Confideration  of 
thefe  moft  exprefs  words  of  the  to  this  pur- 

pofe,  in  the  Conclufion  of  that  Divine  Colleftion 
of  his,  in  this  laft  Pfalm  ^  which,  by  the  Title  it 
bears,  is  Hallelujah^  or  Praife  jie  the  Lord.  Where¬ 
in  he  Exhorts  All  People  to  call  upon  the  Lord,  and 
to  Praife  him  in  his  Sanftuary  ^  and  that  with  all 
kinds  of  Mufical  In ftruments, particularly  mth firing- 
ed  ones  and  Organs. 

I  may  very  well  here  take  for  granted,  I  fuppofe, 
that  Praife  is  one  of  the  moft  Delightful ,  as  well  as 
one  of  the  moft  Necelfary  Duties,  we  are  obliged  to 
perform  towards  God.  That  'tis  of  an  Eternal  Ob¬ 
ligation  upon  us  5  and  which  engages  all  People,  at 
all  Times  and  in  all  Places.  And  alfo.  That  we  are 
to  take  the  beft  Courfe ,  and  make  ufe  of  the  beft 
Means,  where  they  may  be  had,  with  refpeft  to  thofe 
Times  and  Places,  to  make  this  Duty  moft  Affedti- 
onate  and  Ardent,  confidering  our  own  Weaknefs 
and  Indifpofition  ^  and  likewife  moft  Solemn  and 
Acceptable,  with  Refpeft  to  the  Majcfty  of  God. 

This  I  am  to  ftiew  may  be  by  Mufical  Inftruments, 
and  among  them.  The  Organ^  as  being  the  greateft 
help  to  this  fort  of  Devotion. 

^  Lorinus  h  gy  Stringed  Infir nments  in  this  place,  Felix  Ca- 

Others  fuppofe  is  to  be  underftood  fome 
spedes  inflru-  forts  of  them,  now  unknown  to  us.  But  according 
menu  Mufict.  to  the  Hebrew  word  f  ,  it  fignifies  fuch  a  one  as  is 
Storf!?«7of.  of  many  forts  of  Mufical  Inftruments, 

and 
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and  contains  much  variety  of  Mufical  Harmony  and 
Melodious  Sounds  ,  like  unto  that  of  the  Organ  , 
now  in  ufe  ^  but  differs  from  it, in  that  they  were  to 
be  play’d  upon,  without  the  help  of  Wind,  which 
this  is  not. 

And  ’tis  further  obfervable,  that  an  Organ  in  the 
Original  is  derived  from  a  Root,  which  fignifies  to  3^^ 
Love  with  ardency  and  vehemence.  It  feeming  fo  to 
exprefs  the  Nature  of  the  Thing,  whofe  ufe  is  to  ftir  Admaviu 
up  the  Affedions  of  the  Soul  towards  God, that  Peo-  Buxtorfi 
pie  cannot  but  be  in  love  with  it. 

In  treating  of  which  I  lhall  proceed  after  this 
method. 

I  (hall  alTert  the  Lawfulnefs  of  Mufick, 
both  Vocal  and  Inftruniental ,  and  particu¬ 
larly  of  the  latter,  in  the  Time  of  Divine 
Service,as  well  in  the  Chriftian  Church  now, 
as  in  the  Jewifh  Church  heretofore. 

Secondly.^  I  (hall  (hew  the  great  Ufe  and  Advan¬ 
tages  of  it. 

Thirdly y  Khali  Anfwer  the  moft  material  Obje- 
dions ,  which  the  Adverfaries  of  Church- 
Mufick.have  againft  this  Pradice.  And 

Lajily^  I  (hall  conclude  the  whole,  with  an  Ex¬ 
hortation  to  you  to  (lick  heartily  and  de¬ 
voutly  to  the  performance  of  that  Excellent 
Church-Service  of  ours,  eftablifhed  in  the 
Church  of  England^  as  being  the  (itteft  and 
bed  of  any  in  the  whole  Chriftian  World,  i 

to  anfwer  the  ends  of  our  Holy  Profeflion , 
namely,  to  give  us  a  peaceable  and  happy 
Life  here,  and  to  bring  us  to  Heaven  here¬ 
after.  ‘ 


And 
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L  And  I  am  to  Affert  the  Lawfulnefs  of  Mu- 
fkk,  lx)th  Vocal  and  Indrumental,  and  particularly 
of  the  latter  in  the  Time  of  Divine  Service^  as  well 
in  the  Chrlfcian  Church  now,  as  in  the  Jewilh  here¬ 
tofore. 

T ovvards  the  Proof  of  which, 1  fliall  draw  feme  Ar¬ 
guments,'^  From  the  Light  of  Nature  and  theReafon 
of  the  Thing.  From  the  Authority  of  the  Scrip¬ 
ture,  and  the  Inftitution  of  Dav /d^conkqu^nt  there¬ 
upon.  From  the  Senfe  of  the  Apoftles  in  the  New 

Teftament.  ^  From  the  Opinion  and  Praftice  of 
the  Reformed  Churches,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
And  particularly  from  the  Judgment  of  tberrloft 
Eminent  Men  among  thofe,  who  diffent  from  our 
Church  in  other  Matters. 

This  I  take  to  be  fufficient  for  the  Proof  of  the 
Thing  before  us ,  after  which,  I  prefume,  its  Law¬ 
fulnefs  cannot  well  be  called  in  queftion. 

^  I.  The  Lawfulnefs  of  that  cannot  certainly, 
with  any  tolerable  Reafon,  be  denied,  which  all  A- 
^  I  airon.1 5.  ges  have  Allowed  and  A^^roved  of.  God’s  own 
People  of  old,  made  their  Approaches  unto  the  True 
Ecciuf.  lo.ie]  God,  in  a  Religious  manner  with  the  Solemnity  of 
’  17*, Mufick,  as  well, as  the  Heathen,  to  their  falfc  Gods. 
Prieft^Sht  Both  finding  fuch  a  Natural  fitnefs  in  the  Thing,  as 
thT People  would  be  likely  to  Excite  their  Devotion,  and  make 
to  PraifeGod*^  And  therefore,  this  being 

thievvTth.  the  general  PraSlce  of  all  Nations^  that  we  read  of; 

2Chro.i$.i4- feems  to  argue,  fucha  way  of  VVorrhip  to  proceed 

mSg''a‘'co-  from  the  Dlftates  of  Natural  Religiorr,  which,  Men 

venant  with  w^re  not  fo  much  Taught  as  Born  to. 

God. 


Hence 
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Hence  we  find  from  the  Teflimony  of  Scripture, 

That  before  the  Law  was  gi¬ 
ven  by  Mofes,.  or  Direftions  ,  InverttionofMullck  was  foearIy,as 

made  in  this  Late  by  Ljavicl^  from  Adam-.,  his  Son  Jubal.,was  the  Father 
there  were  InftrunientS  of  fuch  as  handle  the  Harp  and  the  Organ.^ 

Mufick  ufed,  and  a  Song  ?„Te„tr 


Job  ,  who  is  thought  to  have  lived  before 
O/o/ej-,  thofe  Tnftruments  of  Mufick  which 
ferved  to  re;oyce  and  chear  up  Mens  hearts 
at  their  FeahSj/o^  21.12.  God  thought  fit  to 
Confecrate  to  a  Religions  Vfe,and  made  them 
Infiruments  of  much  Honour  to  hk  Church 
and  much  Devotion  to  hk  People^  Dr.HicHirnak’ 
Cone,  in  Pful.  loo.  i.jD.  14. 


made  upon  a  Religious  Ac¬ 
count  5  as  appears  by  thefe  two 
Indances,  of  Miriam  the  Sider 
of  Aaron.,  and  of  the  Prophets 
who  came  to  meet  &;//.  The 
former  we  read  ofE:^r^?<^.i  5.20, 

21.  who  Celebrated  the  Deli¬ 
verance  of  the  IJraelites  out  of  Egypt,  was  no  lefs 
than  a  Prophetefs,  and  (he  did  it  after  this  manner  ; 

She  toob^  a  Timbrel  in  her  hand,  and  all  the  Women  went 
out  after  her,  with  Timbrels  and  Dances,  A^nd  Miri¬ 
am  anfwered  them, Sing  ye  to  the  Lord,  Sec.  "Tis  fup- 
pofed  here,  that  they  lung  to  one  another  by  turns, 
this  famous  Song  of  Mofes  5  the  Men  beginning,  and  • 
the  Women  anfwering  them  ^  or  elfe  the  Propriety 
of  Speech  would  not  fo  well  hold,  of  Miriam  9  an¬ 
fwering  them,  Lee, 

The  other  Indance  wasafter  the  Delivering  of  the 
Law,  but  before  the  Reign  of  David,  or  any  pre- i  Sam.  le.  5; 
feript  Appointment  of  it ,  i  Sam,  10.  5.  where  the 
Company  of  Prophets  (are  met  by  &;//)  coming  down 
f'om  the  High  1  lace,  with  a  Pfaltery  ,  and.  a  Tabret, 
and  a  Pipe,  and  an  Harp  before  them  x,  while  they 
Prophefied  and  fang.Praife3  unto  God.. 

^  If  we  look  into  the  Practice  of  the  Heathen. 

Vv^orld;  we  diall  find  Indances  of  the  fame  kind. 

Homer,  one  of  the  anciented  Writers  zmom  them,  P^*  ^^rnmondi 
mentions  the  Greeh  ufage  in  Celebrating  the  Traifes 
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of  their  Gods,  with  an  Harp.  The  Phrygians  with 
a  Drum.  And  the  Egyptians  with  a  Timbrel.  So 
•the  Idol-Worlhip  in  the  Eaftern  part  of  the  World, 
,.5.  mentioned  by  the  Prophet  Daniel,  was  performed 
with  all  kinds  of  Mufical  Inftruments  and  Mufick. 
And  the  Weftern,  or  the  Roman  had  Mufick  a  great 
Ingredient  in  their  Religion,  and  ereded  a  Colledge 
of  Tibidnes  or  Players  upon  Wind-Mufick,  and  en¬ 
dowed  them  with  great  Priviledges,for  their  Solemn 
Performances  herein. 


J  2.  But  this  is  nothing  to  the  Endowments  that 
.  Chron.  25.  were  made  by  David  upon  the  fcveral  Officers,which 
Chap.  2 3.  $.  were  concerned  in  its  Performances  both  in  the  Ta- 
David  being  bemacle,  and  alfo  the  Temple.  He  firfl  gave  the  E- 
a  King  and  a  fiablifhment  to  it  in  the  ]ewi(h  Church  ^  and  by  the 
Affiftance  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ,  made  fuch  Heavenly 
this  at  that  Cotnoofures,  as  not  only  fuppliedthe  Jews  with  the 
time,  but  pre-  Excellent  Forms  of  Prayer  and  Praife,upon  all 
of  iMn’the  Occafions ,  befitting  that  State :  But  to  whom  all 
time  of  the  off-pr  Acres  are  beholding  for  their  Inftrucrions  here- 
Ty^r  wt  in,  and^for  thofe  lofty  Strains  of  Divine  Eloquence 
Pfai.45.&i4«.  vvhich  have  wonderfully  improved  the  Devonons  of 


the  Chriftian  Church.  ,  ^ 

.  Sam.  u.  u.  And  ’tis  from  fo  great  a  Man,  as  this, 

own  heart,  as  well  as  from  the  Reafon  and  Ufeful- 
nefs  of  the  Thing,  that  we  in  a  great  meafure  owe, 
the  Advantages  of  Vocal  and  Inlirumental  Mufick 

among  us.  .  .  .  ,  .  .  i-,- 

The  Light  of  Nature  indeed  has  given  great  Di- 

reftionsin  this  Matter:  But  the  Revelation  of  God 
to  his  Prophets,  greater.  Whereby  Mankind  in  ge¬ 
neral  have  been  loudly  called  upon  by  holy  Davtd 
particularly,  and  a  great  part  of  it  has 


in  the  Chrijlian  Church.  ^ 

Voice  of  the  Prophet,  and  made  ufe  of  fuch  means, 
as  have  raifed  their  Devotion  to  an  higher  pitch, than 
other  wife  they  could  have  done ,  and  coniec^uently 
have  7nddc  the  Pra/fes  of  God  more  akmdantly  glori- 

This  is  done  by  the  help  of  Artificial  Songs  and 
Inftrumental  Mufick,  to  fupply  the  Defefts,  and  to 
heighten  the  Performances  of  Corrupted  Nature  ^ 
and  to  affifl:  in  Repairing  that  Voice  of  Joy  and 
Gladnefs  in  ferving  the  Lord,  which  had  been  mi- 
ferably  broken  by  Difobedience  and  Sin  ^  and  made 
in  a  great  meafure  defective,  and  not  fo  capable  a- 
lone  to  reach  the  Delights,  and  to  attain  the  Perfe- 
aions  of  that  blelTed  Imployment. 

This  fireet  Pfalmi^  (or  Singer)  ofifrael  therefore,  2  Sam.  23.1. 
with  divers  other  Prophets,  who  were  Infpired  be- 
fides  him,  for  this  pur pofe,  as,  Hemm^  and  JfapL\  2  chron.  $,12, 
attd  Jednthun^  and  perhaps  the  Sons  of  Corah  t<?^,whom 
we  read  of  among  the  Compilers  and  Singers  of  Da- 
vid's  Pfalms,  introduced  into  the  Church  of  God 
among  the  Jews ,  the  life  of  fuch  Inftruments,  as 
were  thought  fit  by  them,  being  fo  Divinely  Infpi¬ 
red,  to  raife  the  Spirit  of  Devotion  among  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  to  make  them  Celebrate  the  Praifes  of  their  Pfai.57.8. 
Creator,  in  the  moft  Solemn  Manner  ,  and  with  the 
greateft  Alacrity  and  Exultation  as  could  be  ima¬ 
gined  ^  beft  becoming  the  Reafon,  and  anfweriiig 
the  End  of  the  chiefeft  part  of  the  Creation. 

And  from  thence  we  may  Argue,  If  this  was  Uie- 
ful  under  the  Jewifn  State,why  not  under  the  Chri- 
ftian  ?  Have  not  Chriftians  foraetimes  the  fame 
Deadnefs  and  Dulnefs,  and  Spiritual  Indifpofition 
in  the  Service  of  God,  which  the  Jews  had,  and 
which  lack  to  be  (haken  oft  >  Do  not  the  Members 
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ot  rhe  Chrlftian  Church  in  the  Performance  of  tlieir 
Worihip,  labour  under  the  fame  Defefts  of  thefe 
forts?  And confequently ,  Do  they  not  (land  in 
need  of  fome  fuch  Helps  and  Afliftances,  to  move 
their  Affedions,  to  raife  their  Devotion,  to  fhake  off 
their  Drowfinefs,and  to  infpire  their  Thoughts  with 
Chearfiilnefs  and  Zeal,  with  Love  and  Veneration, 
when  they  make  their  Addreffes  unto  him,  in  Pray¬ 
er  anti  Thankfgiving  ?  If  they  do, as  ’tis  too  mani- 
feft  they  do  5  for  that  Fveafon ,  have  they  always 
had  the  proper, if  not  necelTary  Affiftance  of  Church- 
Mufick  among  them. 

»  I  mi^ht  Of  V h-al  *■  from  the  very  Ireginning  of  Chri ftianity 

thre  Apoftles  of  our  Lord, and  the  Primitive  Chriffians 

pradifing  it  themfelves,and  recommended  it  toothers. 

Virgin^  of  Za- 

charias,  asd  of  Sirneon,  Luke  i  and  2dC]iapters.  And  what  faid,  in  the  opinion  of 
concerning  S,t.  Igtuitha  (wiio  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  Child,  wliicli  our  Saviour 
took  and  fetiiUhe  midd  before  his  Difciples,  wlien  he  faid  Matth.  i8.  9.  Exccft  ye  be 
converted^  and  become  as  little  Children^  ye  /hall  not  enter  into  the  tCingdom  of  heaven.  X 
That  ’twas  he  wiao  firft  brought  tlie  Alternate  way  of  Singing  into  the  Chridian  Church, 
liaving  learnt  this  from  a  Vifion  of  Angels,  tliereby  concluding  the  better  to  dir  up  one 
anotlicrs  Affedions,  and  coming  nearer  to  the  Heavenly  Pattern,  wlicre  die  Serapliims 
cry  one  to  another,  Ndy,  Holy,  Hdy  Lord  God  of  Ms,  ICii.  6.  g.  SocrMil}.Ecclef.l.6.c.d 
Dr.  Comber's  Companion  to.  the  Temple,  Part  2.  §  8.  And  of  the  f.inaous  St.Ambrofe,  who 
added  mod  melodious  and  artinclil  Singing  t<>tlie  Divine  Service,  in  the  Cl>urcli  of  Mi¬ 
lan,  whereof  he-was  Bifhop  •,  and  this  way  among  tlie  red-,  wliich  foon  after  was  pro¬ 
pagated  to  others.  He  it  was,  who  com pofed  die  mod  Seraphick  Hymn,  whicli  is  in 
rhe  Church,  called  the  Te  in  Honour  of  die  Blelled  Trinity  •,  which  noble  Strains, 
’tis  thought,  he  received  down  by  Tradition  dom  the  Compofitions  of  die  Apodles,  or 
fome  other  Primitive  Chridians,  who  were  infpired  with  the  Gift  of  Singing.  And  for 
thatrcjfon  have  we  fuch  frequent  mention  made  of  their  Singing  to  and  Praidng  God, 
with  Spiritual  Songs  and  Hymns,  in  the  find  and  pured  Ages  of  Chridianity,  when  they 
v/cre  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be  under  the  fevered  Pcrlccution  ^  And  to  that  Infelicity  alone 
we  owe  the  want  of  Indrumental  Mufick  to  help  out  and  exalt  their  Devotion."  And 
Pliny,  giving  an  account  to  the  Emperour  Trajan,  of  the  Chridians,  fays,  Hanc  fuiffefum- 
mam  ivl  CulpA ycl  ErrorU  ChrilVianorum,  quod  effent  folit}.  Data  die,  ante  Lucern  convenir-e, 
Carmenque  Chrifo,  quafi  Des  dicere  fecum  Invicem,lAb.  10.  Ep.  97.  deChridianis.  * 

[t  will  be  too  tedious  to  meiitionwhat  great  things  are  (poked  concerning  the  Singing 
among  the  fird  pf  Chridians,  both  by  the  Greek  and  Latin  Lathers,  ScChryfoflom,St.Bar 
ftl,  JuJl.  Martyr,  St,  Augullme,  TertuH'an,^c.  And  that  the  grave  and  plain  Tune  to  the 
Ffalms,  now  retained  in  our  Cathedral  Cluirclics,  was  Lt  by  Qye^oyy  the  GretU,  who  liou- 

ridied 
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rifhed  about  the  end  of  the  Sixth  Century^  a  man  very  diligent  in  regulating  and  ac- 
complifbing.  all  the  Publick  Offices  of  the  Church,  whom  none  ot  his  Succeffiors  ever  c- 

qualled,  Flatinn  de  Vit.  Pontif.Greg.  i., - many  other  Autliorities  are  reckoned  up 

by  the  Bifhopof  Cort:,  inhis  Duty  ef  Singihg.ikc,  And  I  know  not, why  I  might  not  with 
them  ,  mention  the  Authority  of  the  Worthies  of  our  own  Age,  the  great  Lights' of- 
tiie  Ertgliffi  Church,  Hool^r,  Hammond,  and  others,  who  were  men  of  as  great  Learning 
and  Piety  as  tlaey,  and  why  not  of  as  great  Authority  among  us ,  concerning  that^  other 
way  of  Singing,  with  theinftruments  of  Mufick,  ;oyried  to  their  Voices?  Ittliii  be  Ce¬ 
remonial,  why  not  the  other  ?  and  bothbeabolifhed,  or  neither. 


And  Ltflrumcntdl  too,  when  it  got  Eftablifliment  in 
the  World,  and  had  the  Prote'ftion  of  lOftgs  and 
Emperoitrs^  being  freed  from  the  fevere  and  Lifting 
Perfecudons  it  lay  under  for  above  Three  hundred 
years  together.  Arid  then  afterwards^,  through  the 
Drfconfolatenefs  of  the  Times  which  followed,  it 


could  not  preferitly  appear  vvith  that  Spi'eridouf,  as 
to  have  alt  thofe  Ornaments  arid  Advan't^e's  vv^likh 
might  well  belong  to  it. 

We  may  conclude  therefore.  That  ft  was  thfoifgh 
the  Necefiity,  arid  not  the  Choice  of  the  Primitive 
Chriftians,  that  fo  helpful  a  Thing  as  Iriftrumental 
Mufick  in  the  Service  of  God,  was  not  more  early  ^  proleSht 
received  into*  the  Ghriftiari  Church.  And  the  jufty^'d  ^cZ/^w- 
they  give  of  it,  (hews  what  \vas 
Mind-  and  Defire  about  it,  though  they  were  not  able  ad  Donatum. 
to  bring  it  to  efteCt. 

^  Hoinil.  iiiPf.i. 


^3.  It  IS  obfervable  ,  That  when  the  Apoftle  , 

St.  P^///,  VQCommQnds  t be  7tfe  of  PJah/s  and  Ephef.5.1?. 

and  Spiritual  Songs ^  and  to  finging  and  mailing  Afcfo- 
dy  in  our  Hearts  to  the  Lord,  Ephef.  5.  19.  And 

James,  whenhefpeaks  of  Singing  in  token  of  pmes  5-ir' ' 
a  Religious  Joy, fays, A*  any  merry  Jet  hhn  J?ng  Pfalms  ? 

By  which,  doubtlefs,  they  under ftood  the 
David,  which  are  ufed  in  the  Jewifli  Church.  And 
by  finging  them ,  in  both  thofe  places,  it  is  to  be 
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Gudp^"&“  fuppofed,  they  mean  with  Inftruments  of  Mufick. 
Grot.inEphef.  And  to  make  the  Truth  of  this  Oblervation  the  more 
5-  *9-  manifed  to  you,  it  is  plain  they  exprefs  themfelves 

"'ords, which  in  the  Original  and 

doadhibetur  trom  wlicnce,  that  Inftrument  called  the  Pfal- 

properly,  a  finging  with  an  Inftru- 

?nentumpr£ter 


J-inguarn, 

Hymrm  eil  proprie  LaudU  Canticum^^  five  alto.  Voce,  five  aliter  Canatur, 
Tanthm  contjnet,  fed  Paranefes  ^  alia  Argumenta  ,  Calvinus  in  Col.  3. id. 


Oda  non  Landes 


^  Ei/liop  of 
Derry’s  Dif- 
courfc  con¬ 
cerning  the 
Inventions 
of  men  in  the 
Worfliip  of 
God, c.i.§  I. 


1  Cor.i4,i$. 


Rev.  14.2, 
J5.2. 


Baxter, 

BkUinger, 

Hammond, 


And  a  Reverend  *  Prelate  obferves  from  hence , 
“  Jf  they  had  not  approved  the  Jewifh  way  of  Sing- 
“  ing  them ,  which  was  with  Inftruments  ,  they 
“  would  not  have  ufed  a  word  that  imported  it. 
Nay,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  ( that  they,  who 
took  fo  much  care  for  the  Regulating  and  well  Or¬ 
dering  of  the  Church  in  after  Ages )  would  have 
cautioned  againft  it,  if  they  thought  it  improper, 
and  that  Singing  with  Inftruments, was  not  confident 
with  the  Spirit  and  Underjianding  alfo.  But  the 
Lawfulnefs  of  this,  and  that  Singing  with  the  Spirit 
and  Underjianding  alfo,  is  confident  with  Singing 
withMufical  Indruments,!  fhall  further  urge  from  the 
NewTeftament  ;and  the  Analogy  it  has  with  the  An¬ 
gelical  Songs  and  Heavenly  Exultations  in  the  Qiiire 
of  Bleffed  Sainfs,  who  are  reprefented  Rev.  As 
Harpers  harping  with  their  Harps  ;  And  having  the 
Harps  of  God,  Chap.  15.2.  “Which  Places  con- 
“  cern  the  Publick  Worfhip  of  God  in  the  Church, 
“  The  Joys  of  the  Saints  in  Heaven  and  in  Earth  ’ 
and  the  Triumphant  Rejoycings  of  Chridians,for 
the  Vi(dory  over  their  Enemies,  according  to  the 
Judgment  of  fome  Expofitors. 

^  4. 
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§  4.  And  however  meanly  this  way  of  ff/ak!»g 
melody  in  our  hearts  unto  the  Lordyazy  be  thought  by 
fome,  it  has  been  certainly  of  above  a  Thoufand 
years  ftanding  in  the  Chriftian  Church  ;  and  been 
Received  and  Approved  of  by  the  Reformed,  as 
well  as  as  the  Popidi  Churches  (  and  therefore  no 
part  of  t  Popery).  From  thefe  latter,  I  draw  no  Jhofc^that 
Prefident,  any  farther  ,  than  they  agree  with  the  the  vfaory 
Churches  in  the  pureft  and  beft  Times.  And  for  the 
former,  the  Opinion  of  Luther ,  Calvin ,  and  their  imag^  and 
Followers  will  bear  me  out ,  whofe  Judgments  in  over  his 

this  matter,  I  (hall  juft  mention.  mthe^Num- 

ber  of  his 

Name,  ftand  on  the  Sea  of  Glafs,  having  the  Harps  of  God,  Kev.i  $.z. 


Luther  ^  fpeaking  of  the  Communion-Service, 
that  it  ought  to  be  in  the  Mother  Tongue  ,  ||  fays  , 
I  rather  wifh,  than  promife  it,  being  not  fufficient 
for  fo  great  a  Work ,  for  it  requires  both  Mufick 
and  a  Spirit.  It  is  plain  from  hence ,  what  he 
meant, but  becaufe  of  the  troublefome  Times  where¬ 
in  he  lived,  he  could  not  effect  it. 


cc 


cc 


cc 


f  Mi ffam 
vernaculam 
opto  rrtagk 
quam  promitto'y 
quod  tmpar  Jim 
hulc  Operi^quia 
Muficamfimul 
^  jpiritum 
defiderat. 

In  vit.Lutheri. 


He  laments  the  want  of  Poets  and  Muficians  to  Compofe  and  Sing  Godly  Songs.  Fo^tA 
(2^  Mufid  nobif  defmty  dec, , 


his 

But  ^Followers,  it  feems,  who  mufl:  be  fuppo- 
fed  to  have  beft  underftood  their  Teachers  meaning, 
have  affefted  it.  For,  in  a  great  part  of  Germany.^ 
Swedeland^  Denmark^.,  Switzerland^  and  part  of  Po¬ 
land^  where  his  Doftrine  is  received,  they  have  the 
Exercife  of  Vocal  and  Inftrumental  Mufick  in  the- 
Worfhip  of  God,  as  we  have  ^  and  where  they  have' 
not  this  Advantage,  'tis  reckoned  more  their  Unhap- - 
pinefs  than  their  Choice. 

So-; 
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So  likewiie  Calvm  gives  his  Approbation  of  it, 
in  fome  Places  5  but  being  a  Man  of  intemperate 
Heat  and  Paffion ,  is  inconfifient  with  himfelf  in 
others.  I  fnall  only  mention  one, which  is  his  Com-' 
ment  on  Amos  6.  5.  where  he  highly  commends 
^  David  ^  David  ^  That  whereas,  being  Mufical  and  a  Lo- 

TtZSm  “  'T*"  .f  privately  have  delighted 

defuniiHs  orat  hunteli  therewith ,  when  he  was  now  in  Peace 
ommimpen-  and  Eafe,and  paft  all  his  Dangers :  f  yet  hechofe 
Ziamfe^t  ''  tdthex  Mulical  Infiruments  to  the  Exercife  of  De- 
ieihre,5i£.  votioii,  that  he  migjit  thereby  raife  his  Mind  to- 

wards  God.* - r^nd  that  they  founding,  the 

Praifesof  God  in  the  Temple,  he  might  Excite 
pikmU^Mu-  both  bknfelf  and  others  to  the  Study  of  Godli- 

fica  Injlrumen-  cc 
ta,  ad  PietatU 
exercit'mn  nt 

mentem  fmm  ad  Dtum  attolleret-^ . -  ■  up  fd licet  re/mafent  LaudesDd  in  Templ^ 

Mt  indluna  cum  alits  Fits  fefe  erigO'ct  ad  Fietatis.Stidiim^  Calv.  in  Amos  c.  6^y'.  $.  ,  • 

Sel^n^Retf  Dutch\\  Chirches ,  which  mofkly  follow 

gfoa^may  him,  have  the  life  of  Organs  very  frequent  among 
meet, and  ma-  them,  almoft  ill  every  Church,  where  the  People  are 
oy  of  Ability  to  procure  them. 

But  though  none -of  the-  Riefiormed*  Churches  a- 
broad  did  ufe  them  at  all,  it  is  fufficient  that  ours- 
does,  tojuftifie  their  Lawfulnefs ,  being,  by  fir  the 
beft  part  of  the  Reformadon.  Concerning  which,- 
omitting  the  Teftimony  of  our'  Ovvrf  Eminent  Di¬ 
vines,  whomay,  by  fome  People,  be  thought  too 
partial,  I  will  give  you  the  Judgment  of  an  Excel¬ 
lent  Man,  and  a  Forreigner,!  mean  the  Darned-TjG^^ 
^  Si  we  con- Cnfuiihon  :  If  my  Judgment  (faith  he  )  does  not 

jCihramnjal-  ^ 

lit  tothis  Rtformatlcnis  pars  integerriwa  eil  Angiidj  uhi  cm  Jludio  vcritatis^viget  St udi-' 
urn  Anti  jkitatis^  Ad  Clem.  Salmaf.  Ep.  40. 
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“•  fail  me,  the  (Incereft  part  of  the  Reformation  is 
England.^  where,  together  with  the  Study  of 
Truth,  Houridieth  alfo  the  Study  of  Antiquity. 

And  this  truly  was,  and  is  the  Defign  and  Glory  of 
our  Church,That  it  Retains  the  Doftrine  and  Pradice 
of  the  Primitive  Church  ,  while  it  throws  off  the 
Corruptions  and  Errours  that  were  foifted  into  it, 
in  after  times.  It  allows  and  maintains  what  is  a- 
greeable  to  Reafon,  Decency,  and  good  Report, 
whereby  God  may  be  worfhipped  among  us  in  Spirit 
and  Truth,  with  Beauty  and  Devotion. 

And  for  this  Pveafon  it  Retains  the  life  of  Or-  ' 
gans  in  her  Divine  Service,  as  well  approving  In- 
ftruments  of  Mufick  to  adorn ,  as  to  heighten  her 
Devotion.  This  being  the  chiefeft  of  them  all, 
and  of  fuch  admirable  Variety  and  Fulnefs,  as  in  a 
manner  contains  all  other  Mufical  Indruments  what- 
foever.  Having  fuch  a  grave  Decorum  with  it,  and 
fuch  a  fingular  Capacity,  as  is  beft  able  to  keep  an 
whole  Congregation  in  decent  Modulation  of  Voice, 
for  finging  the  PraifesofGod  ^  and  with  due  Ele¬ 
vation  of  Heart,  for  the  better  offering  up  their  Pray¬ 
ers  unto  him,  which  are  certainly  very  great  Advan¬ 
tages  in  a  Chriftian  Affembly. 

And  therefore,  I  fay,  fhe  retains  the  life  of  the 
Orpn  ,  but  not  as  it  were  abfolutely  neceffary,  or 
as  it  the  Eflence  of  the  Church  did  confifl:  in  ir,. 
and  that  there  could  be  no  Church  without  it:  Bur 
only  as  to^  its  Bene  effe  ifs  flourifhing  eftate^  to 
which,  with  refpeft  to  the  fuitablenefs  of  the  Times 
and  ufeftilnefs  of  the  Thing,  it  does  abundantly 
conduce.  And  God  be  thank'd ,  we  do  not  ftand 
fmgly  in  Defence  of  this  Ufage  5  we  have  all, I  mean 
all  the  beft  eflablifhed  Churches  in  the  whole  Chri¬ 
ftian 
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ftian  World,  to  concur  with  us  herein,  who  are 
of  Ability  to  make  fo  great  a  Provifion,  for  the 
better  carrying  on  the  Worfhip  of  God  in  the  Af- 
femblies  of  his  People.  And  if  we  approve  our 
felves  to  thefe,  'tis  no  matter  if  we  difregard  the 
Novelty  and  Phantafticalnefs  of  feme  Angular  Hu^ 
mours,  and  be  concerned  no  otherwife  than  to  Pity 
and  Difcountenance  the  groundlefs  Cavils,  unreafon* 
able  Prejudices  of  any  to  the  contrary. 

’Twas  only  through  the  Iniquity  of  fome  Times, 
as  in  our  long  Rebellion ,  this  life  was  Sacrilegi- 
oully  difcontinued,  to  the  Infamy  of  the  Nation, 
the  Di (honour  of  God,  and  the  Detriment  of  his 
Church  in  thefe  Kingdoms.  And  no  wonder,  that 
fuch  an  unheard  of  way  of  Reformation^  by  weltwg 
of  Organ  P/pes  into  Bullets  ,  and  pulling  dovpn  of 
Churches,  fhould  be  by  fuch  Pretenders  to  Religion, 
who  not  only  difcountenanced  all  Decency  in  Di¬ 
vine  Worfliip  ^  but  deftroyed  that  Worfhip  it  felf, 
(b  far  as  it  was  promoted  by  the  Publick  Exercife  of 
our  incomparable  Liturgy ,  the  Gloria  Patri,  the 
Lord’s  Prayer,  the  Creed  and  the  Decalogue ,  all 
which  remarkably  fuffered  an  Eclipfe  together. 

And  it’s  but  fitting  now  ,  That  fince  the  memory 
of  the  Profanenefs ,  Irreligion  and  Sacriledge  of 
thofe  Days  is  fo  offenfive  ,  and  has  been  fo  long 
a  Scandal  to  us,  we  fhould  endeavour  to  blot  out  a 
part  of  the  remaining  Odium,  by  Refioring  this 
ancient  Ufe  in  our  Churches,  which  we  have  fo  much 
Reafon,  Religion,  and  Authority  for. 

And  if  now, the  Judgment  of  Antiquity,  the  Ufe 

2Chro.29.25.  ’  God’s  own  Appointment 

of  it  by  his  Prophets,  and  the  Scriptures  of  the  Aav 

Tejlament  no  where  forbidding  it,  or  fuppofing  it 

to 
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to  be  only  a  Temporal  Command, though  only  from 
the  Severity  of  the  Churches  Perfecution  it  was 
fometitne  clifcontinued  ^  but  afterwards  it  flourifti- 
ed  again,  in  the  Chriftian  Church,  when  that  did  ^ 

And  in  the  Nature  of  the  Thing  it  be  of  perpetual 
life,  and  in  the  Opinion  of  the  moft  Learned  and 
Pious  Men,  of  a  very  good  one ,  be  not  fufficient 
Arguments  to  juftifie  its  Lawfulnefs,  nothing  will 
I  am  fure  nothing  can  prove  it  unlawful. 

5  5.  But  perhaps,  what  will  be  of  greater  Au¬ 
thority  with  many  among  us,  to  Confirm  the  Law¬ 
fulnefs  of  this,  beyond  all  which  has  been  hitherto 
faid ,  will  be  the  Opinion  of  feme  Eminent  Di¬ 
vines,  who  have  feparated  from  us,  as  particularly 
Mr.  Baxter ,  and  the  Ajfembly  of  Divines.^  which  I 
(hall  mention  before  I  difmifs  this  Particular,  that 
you  may  fee.  How  much  they  agree  with  us  in  this 
Matter. 

Mr.  Baxter  in  his  Five  Dijputationf^  gives  his  O- 
pinion  of  Church-Mufick  in  thefe  very  words: 

As  for  Organs ,  or  other  Inftruments  of  Mufick  P.  1 12* 

“  (  fays  he  )  in  God’s  Worfhip,  they  being  a  Help, 

“  partly  Natural  and  partly  Artificial,  to  the  Ex- 
hilerating  of  the  Spirits  for  the  Praife  of  God,  I 
know  no  Argument  to  prove  them  (imply  Unlaw- 
ful,but  what  would  proVea  Cup  of  Wine  unlaw- 
ful,  or  the  Tune  and  Metre  and  Melody  of  fing- 
ing  unlawful. 

And  more  largely  does  he  deliver  himfelf  in  thefe  <^^.127 
Five  Arguments  in  his  Cafes  of  Confcience^  annexed 
to  his  Chrijlian  Directory. 


^  No  bad 
Precedents  in'^. 
Devotion. 

I  Sani.i8.'5.  , 

1  Chro.i  5.1^.  cd 
aChron.  $.13. 

&  7.  6. 

&  23. 13»  cc 
Pfal.  98. 

&15C. 
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As  I.  “  God  let  it. up  long  after  A%e/sGeremoi- 
nial'Law,  by  David ^  Solomon^  &c*.  • 

'2.  It  is  not-  an  Inftituted  Ceremony  meerlv 
but  a  Natural  Help  to  the  Mind’s  alacrity ;  And  it 
is  a  Duty,  and  not  a  Sin,  toufe  the  Helps  of  Na- 
.tureand  Lawful  Art,  though  not  to  Inftitute  Sa¬ 
craments,  &c.  of  our  own;  As  it  is  lawful  to 
life  the  comfortable  Helps, of  Speftaclesin  Read¬ 
ing  the  Bible,  fo  is  it  of  Mufick  to  Exhilerate  the 
Soul  towards  God. 


,  Jefus  Chrift  joyned  with  the  Jews  thatufed 
it,-  and  never  fpafce  a  word  againft  it;  ' 

4.  “  No  Scripture  forbiddedi  it,  therefore  it  is  not 
“  ^unlawful. . 

•5.  “  Nothing  pm  be  againft  it,  that  I  know  of, 
“  f)ut  what  is  faid  againft  Tunes  and  Melody  of 
Vi)ice.  _  =  For  whereas  th^y  fay.  That  it  is  a  Human 
“  Invention:  fo  are  our  Tunes  (and  Metre  and 
“  Verfion)  yea,  it  is  not  a  Human  Invention 5  as 
“  the  laft  Pfalm  and  many  other  Ihew ,  which  call 
“-US  to  Pra/fe,  the  Lord\n>Hh  Infinments  of  Mufick. 

,,  ,  ,  - And  whereas  fome  fay,  That  they  find  it 

. “do  them  harm  5  fo  others  fay  ofMelodiousSing- 

“  ing  :  but,  as  wife  Men  lay,  they  find  it  do  them 
‘I  good,,  •_  And- why  fliould  the  Experience  of  fome 
‘\prejndiced  felf-conceited  Perfon,  or  of  a  half- 
“  man'  that  knoweth  not  what  Melody  is,  be  fet  a- 
“  gainft  the  Experience  of  all  others,  and  deprive 
“  them  of  all  fuch  Helps  and  Mercies,  as  thefe  Peo- 

“  pie  fay  they  find  no  benefit  by.- . More  to  this 

\.  lieaddsin -Juftification  of  the  Lawfulnefs'of 

‘  Mufick  in  the.  Service  of  God. 


V  ^ 


To 


To  this  Opinion  of  Mr.  Baxters,  I  (haU  add  that 
of  the  AferAly  of  Divines,  very  different  from  thofe 

of  Geneva  on  this  laft  Bfalni. 

“  He  (fay  they ,  fpeaking  of  David  )  exhorteth 

them,  that  they  might  Praife  Cod  the  better,  to  ftir  ^  ^ 

“  up  their  Joy  with  'Mufical  Inftruments  .  And,  noted,  That 
The  Remark  ypon  H  is  un  an  fiver  able  ^  Tr  Mulical  In-  thejiffembly 
ftruments  (as  is  granted)  had  that  Power  then,«f-j^ 
how  have  they  changed  their  Tvlature  iince  . 


meaning  of 
this  to 
thofe  tvv6  pla- 

rt^her  <.  10.  CoU2.i6,  whefe  they  farther  fay,  It  feemeth  moft  pro- 
hllf  fhat  b^v  PfSm?  h^Lans  thel/4te  or  Pfaltery  ;  by 

Hvmiis  certain  Ditties'made  upon  fpecial  occafions;  and  by  Spiritual  Songs, fuch  as  were 
not  Comoofed  before  hand,  and  Prickt  before  them  with  Mnflcal  Notes,  but  fuch 

SiL  by  an  extraordinary  Gift.  - - —  ^^nd  ’•  '9- 


endited  by  an  extraoruuidi_y  -  rr.*",  *  ;  ^  ^  . 

taks  Pfalrns  to  be  fuch  as  anciently  were  fung  with  Mufical  Injlraments. 


Thefe  Authorities  are  great  enough ,  I  hope,  to 
balance  any  thing  can  be  laid,  by  any  of  the 
•  ration,  to  the  contrary.  But  I  fhall  fpeak  forne- 
thing  more  in  juftifleation  ofthe  Lawfulnefs  of  tWs, 
when  I  come  in  the  Third  Place  to  Ahfwet'  theOb- 
jeftions  againft  it. 


Having  fpoken  thus  much  concerning  the 

fulnefs  of  Church-Mufick,vrhidh  Wis  the  Pif  ft 
and  Chief  Thing  to  be  d^e. 


I  proceed  in  the  Second  Place,  ,to  fhew  the  great  H. 
life  and  Advantages  of  if. 

And  Thefe  are  fo  many,  that'Tis  ap  hard  mdtfer 
not  to  be  long,  if  not  tedious  in  theif  Enlargerhent. 

But,  for  my  more  Regular  proceeding,  I  fhall  redhe'e 
them  to  thefe  Five  Heads.  ,  i  ' 
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1.  It  will  Regulate  the  untunable  Voices  of  the 
Multitude,  and  make  the  Singing  in  the 
Church  more  orderly  and  harmonious. 

2.  It  will  ftir  up  the  Affydions  of  Men, and  make 
them  the  fitter  for  Devotion. 


3.  It  will  compofe  their  Thoughts,  and  drive 
away  Evil  Suggeftions  from  their  Minds. 

pt^P^re^  them  for  the  being  better  Edi¬ 
fied  in  the  Divine  Service  they  are  about. 
Laftly,  It  will  make  the  whole  Service  of  God 
be  the  more  Solemn  and  Augufl,  and  the 
People  more  Serious  and  Reverential,  when 
they  are  at  it  3  and  more  Silent  and  Grave 

^  their  coming  in,  or  going  out  of  the 
Church.  , 


Thefe  are  fome  of  the  chief  Ufes  of  the  Organ 
which  my  Meditations  fuggeft,  and  of  them  briefly 
in  their  order.  ^ 


(i.)  Then  the  Organ  will  Regulate  the  untune- 
able  Voices  of  the  Multitude,  and  make  the  Singing 
m  the  Church  more  orderly  and  harmonious.  It 
cannot  be  fuppofed,  but  there  will  be  great  Dilcord 
and  Jarrings  in  a  mixed  Company  of  Singers  where 
few  perhaps  have  had  the  BeneL  of  Art  to  tune 
and  help  their  Voices.  And  where  there  is  fuch, 
Confufion  and  Diforder  will  naturally  follow’ 
which  Ihould  not  be  permitted  in  the  Praifes  of 
Cod,  if  it  may  be  avoided  :  For  we  are  to  endea- 
thi  66. 2.  vour  to  wake  hk  Praife  glorious  5  and  to  fet  it  forth 

Eccluf.  15.10.  manner  we  can.  Praife  Jbould  be  ut- 

tend  tn  mjaowy  and  the  Lord  tpjU  projper  U  ,  fays 

the 
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the  wife  Son  of  Syrach.  It  being  fomewhat  un- 
reafonable  to  fuppofe,  God  will  be  delighted  with 
fuch  unpleafant  and  harih  Tones  in  his  Service,  as 
Men  in  their  common  Diverfion  would  not  endure. 

They  feek  to  Accomplilh  themfelves  by  the  Help 
of  Art  to  fing  well  and  regularly,  to  pleafe  them- 
felves  and  hearers. 

And  think  ye,  when  they  fing  to  God,  it  be  no 
matter,  whether  they  fing  well  or  not  ?  They  arc 
to  pay  him  the  beft  Services ;  and  in  this  Cafe  the 
beft  are  the  fweeteft,  and  molt  harmonious  and  re¬ 
gular,  when  their  Hearts  and  their  Voices  are  kept 
in  the  belt  Tune,  as  they  will  be  with  the  help  of 
an  Organ,_  which  is  therefore  to  be  allowed  as  molt 
ufeful;  this  being  the  only  fort  of  Mufical  Inllru- 
ments  which  is  able  to  do  fo,  having  fuch  a  Maje- 
ftick  Loudnefs,  and  decent  Modulation  going  a.- 
long  with  it,  as  will  keep  all  in,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  both  grace  the  Service,  and  pleafe  the  Offerer. 

(2.)  It  will  ftir  up  the- Affections  of  the  Soul,  and 
make  them  the  fitter  for  Devotion; 

There  are  very  few  Men  of  fuch  fprightlyand 
ardent  Minds  towards  the  Service  of  God,  butfome- 
times  they  will  want  a  little  quickning  and  Itirring 
up  to  keep  them  regular  and  intent  in  the  Duty 
they  are  about.  And,  as  for  the  generality  of  Peo¬ 
ple  they  are  flat  and  dull ,  and  too  liftlefs  about 
fuch  a  weighty  Bufinefs.  And  therefore  ,  if  this 
Indifpofition  can  be  reftified  by  the  help  of  fuch  a 
Mufical  Inftrumen 
fince  *t\s  its  Nature 
Mens  AfFedions , 
ty  Advantage  to  R 


,  as  in  all  probability  it  will; 
thus  apparently  to  excite  and  raife 
we  muU  conclude  it  to  be  a  migh- 
eligion. 


And 
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And  ^atdf  will  do  fo  ,  we  Have  two  very  re* 
rnancable  Jriftances  in  the  Scripture  for  the  imme¬ 
diate  Confirmation  of  it :  Both  taken  from  that 
known  pradice  pf  the  Prophets  in  the  Old  Tejla- 
Wjho,  ifor  the  prptj^oting  of  the  Spirit  of 
i^ropkecy  within  thein^,  and  .the  better  raifing  their 
Intention  towards  God  at  that  time,  they  called  for 
the  Mulicians  to  play  before  them.  The  one,  and 
the  cleareft  of  d^e.^two,  is  that  2  Kings  9.  where 
when  and  Jehojj^aplkit^  the  Kings  ot  Ijyael 

and  J-^/^^Ajinade  their  joynt  Importunity  to  Elijha 
to  get  them  Water,  for  want  of  which  their  Hofts 
2  Kings  3. 1  $,  were  greatly  diftreifed  3  he  bid  them  bring  him  a 
lyj^nfJreL it  tOy  pafs  ^  when  the  Alinjirel 

plil/d^  ‘the ’'Band  of  tjpc  Lord  ccugie  upqn  him;  And 
hq  ‘fkid^  Thus  faith  the  Lor  A^  make  this  V illey  fall  of 
Dichcs^  See.  It  fiall  he  fiUed  with  Water^  that  ye  may 
dfink-y  &c. ,  The  Other  Inftance  is  that  i  6W.10.5. 
when  the  Spirit  of  the' L(>rd  was  to  come  upon 
Saul,  to  make  him  a  Prophet,  and  to  ftir  up  the 
lame  Spirit  in  thofe  Old  Prophets  who  were  fent  to 
his  Ordination,  that  they  might  Prophecy  together, 
iSam.  io.$.  Vis  faid,  The  Compas^y  of  Prophets  came  down  fiom  the 
High  Place,  with  a-Pfaitery,  andaTahret,  and  a  Pipe, 

and  an  Harp  before  them,  See. 

In  both  which  places,  *tis  obfervable.  That  twas 
nothing  but  Inftruraental  Mufick,  which  was  made 
uCe  of  in  thofe  CafeS)  to  awaken  their  Souls,  and  to 
frir  up  the  Spirit  of  Prophecy  in  them.  And  from 
Of  Munck  tlKMice  I  argue  J  Fortiori,  If  tbefe  were  able  to  ftir 
uftd  in  the  up  the  iufpired  I’rindples  of  their  Souls,  for  fuch 

Schools  of  the  ^  jj;  the  Conveying  the  Prophetick 

Spirit  into  another,  among  the  Jews ;  certainly 
jieet'iOrig.sa-  well  be  cottcluded  proper  and  uietul  ror 

a./.2.c.4.§  6,1  ^  ^  the 
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the  ftirring  up  the  Spirit  of  Prayer ,  a'ncV  to  move 
the  AfFedioniJ  of  the  Souf  that  they  may  be  the 
fitter  for  the  Worihip  of  God,  in  the  Chriftian 
Church. 

I  may  well  here  fubjoyn,  what  I  find  by  many 
quoted  concerning  the  regulating  and  fweetning,  as 
well  as  ftirring  up  of  the  AfFeftions  of  the  Heart 
towards  God  by  this  means  3  infomuch,  that  it  will 
delight  in  Sorrow  as  well  as  Joy,  and  make  a  Man 
chearful,  even  in  his  Lamentation  and  Mourning 
for  his  Sins,  and  when  he  is  doing  the  fevereft  Pe¬ 
nances  for  them.  The  Reafon  whereof  is-  excel¬ 
lently  well  fet  forth  by  odr  Jndkiom  Ecd.Poi.iib.^ 

er. 

Touching  Mufical  Harmony  ,  (  fays  he  )  whe- 
ther  by  Infaumerit  or  by  Voice it  being  but  of 
High  and  Low-  in  Sounds  a  due  proportionable 
difpofitioh,  fuch  notWithlian'dirig  is  the -  Force 
thereof,  and  fo  pleafing  Effedts  i't  hath,  in  that 
“very  Part  of  Man  which  is  mod  Divine, 

“  that  fome  have  been  thereby  induced  to  think  , 

“  That  the  Soul  it  felf  by  Nature  is,r  or  hath' in  it 
“  Harmony.  '  ’  ’  —  ■ 

“  A-  Thing  which  delighteth  all  Ages,  and’  be- 
“  feemeth  all  States  3  aThing  as  feafonable-inGrief 
“  as  in;  Joy  ^  as‘  decent,  being  added  unto^  Adtions 
“  of  greateft  Weight  and  Solemnity,  as  being  ufed 
“  when  Men  fequeftred  themfelves  from  Adliori. 

“  The  Reafon  hereof  is  an  admirable  Facility  which 
“  Mufick  hath  toexprefs  and  reprefent  to  the  Mind, 

“  more  inwardly  than  arty  other  fehfible  Mean,  the 
“  very  ftanding,  riling  and  falling  ^  the  very  ‘  fteps 
“  and  infledlions  every  way,  the  turns  and  varie- 
“  ties  of  all  Paffions,  whereunto  the  Mind  is  fub- 

-  jedt  3 
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jcft  ^  yea  ,  fo  to  imitate  them ,  that  whether  it 
■refemble  unto  us  the  fame  (late  wherein  our 
“  Mkids  already  are,  or  a  clean  contrary,  we  are 
not  more  contentedly  by  the  one  confirmed,  than 
changed  and  led  away  by  the  other.  And  fo  on¬ 
ward  that  excellent  Man. 

So  that  you  fee  the  admirable  life  of  Mufick  to 
regulate  the  AlFections,  as  well  as  to  move  them  in 
our  Devotion. 

I  might  here  mention  what  wonderful  Efteds 
may  be  found  in  Prophane  Authors  concerning  the 
Powers  of  Mufick,  as  the  Learned  Cafanbon  and  Gro~ 
tius  have  obferved.  We  are  told  of  a  famous  Mu- 
fician,who  by  Playing  on  his  In  ftrument, could  work 
up  Alexander  the  Great ,  to  fuch  a  fit  of  Rage,  as 
to  force  him,  with  great  fury  and  wrath,  to  grafp 
his  Sword,  ready  for  any  Combat :  and  then  again, 
by  a  curious  turn  of  Art,  prefently  be  able  to  allay 
that  Paffion ,  and  produce  in  him  the  quite  con¬ 
trary  Eflefts  of  Gentlenefs  and  Mildnefs.  The  La¬ 
cedemonians.,  a  moft  obftinate  fort  of  People,  when 
divided  among  themfelves,  and  at  Variance  even  to 
a  Civil  War,  were  direfted  by  the  Oracle  to  hear 
the'  famous  Terpander  play  upon  his  Harp  which, 
when  they  had  done,  they  made  up  the  Difference 
with  Tears  in  their  Eyes,  and  embracing  one  ano- 

Eriends.  Homer  introduces  in 

the  iieight  of  his  Fury  towards  Agamemnon,  appea- 
*  The  osuks  fed  by  Mufick 

were  careful 

Children  Mulick,  deeming  it  requifite,  by  the  AfTiftance  thereof ,  to  tym  and  Com- 
oofe  the  Minds  of  Youth  to  what  was  decent,  fober  and  yertuous;  believing  the  U  e 
of  Mufick  beneficially  ctficacious  to  incite  to  all  Icnous  Aftions,  ^c.  Ibid. 
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We  are  told  alfo,  That  Pythagoras  did  mollifie 
fierce  Minds  by  Mafick.  That  Afclepiades  did  ftop  * 
the  Rage  of  Sedition.  Damon  reduc’d  Petulant 
and  Debauched  young  Men  to  Modefty  and  So¬ 
briety.  And  Xenocrates  cure  Mad-men  by  the  fame 
means. 

But  I  fliall  leave  thefe,  hoping  we  have  no  fuch 
to  try  the  Experiment  upou,  and  proceed 

(3.)  To  another  Ufe  of  Church-Mufick  ,  and 
■particularly  of  the  Organ ,  That  it  will  com- 
pofe  Men  s  Thoughts,  and  drive  away  Evil  Sugge- 
ftions  from  their  Minds  at  their  Devotion.  The 
Devil  be  fure  is  then  moft  bufie  to  ply  his  Mifchie- 
vous  Suggeftions,  and  to  endeavour  the  difcompo- 
fing  of  Men  s  Minds,  when  at  their  Devotion  they 
are  feeking  the  Ruin  of  his  Kingdom.  Then  it  is. 

That  he  often  injefts  Evil  Imaginations  before  us  3 
and  tempts  us,  by  raifing  inordinate  Paffions  in  our 
Hearts,  and  tries  to  mak^e  us  wander  from  the 'great 
Bufinefs  we  are  about. 

But  then,  the  feafonablenefs  of  Mufick  will  help 
to  recall  our  Minds,  and ‘keep  them  from  fuch  a 
Roving  and  Wandring  away  from  it.  It  will  be  a 
means  to  keep  them  from  evil  Objefts,  and  from 
the  lly  and  malignant  Infinuations  of  Evil  Angels, 
which  Reprefent  them  to  our  Minds.  It  will  tend 
much  to  rid  thefe,  of  all  thofe  fad  and  gloomy  and  /wf?,  Maru 
melancholy  and  luftful  Imaginations,  which  may 
difturb  and  difcompofe  them.  It  will  *  difpel  thole 
Clouds  which  make  them  heavy  and  dull.  It  will 
difcharge  thofe  irregular  Pafiions,  which  do  tor¬ 
ment  and  vex  them  3  and  keep  the  Heart  from  being 
fi;etLed  with  anxious  Thoughts  and  racking  Fears 
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and  diftrafting  Doubts,  which  at  that  time  may  lye 
heavy  upon  them,  and  bring  it  in  fucha  fedateand 
even  Temper,  as  is  beft  for  Divine  Contemplation 
and  Prayer. 

Mufick  will  bring  the  Soul  into  fuch  an  Harmo¬ 
nious  Order,  as  will  make  it  ever  enjoy  a  pleafant 
hate  of  Peace  and  Tranquility.  The  Reflexions  it 
will  prompt  it  to  make,  on  all  that  is  good  and 
great  5  and  the  Meditations  it  will  Exalt  in  us,  of 
the  wonderful  Works  of  the  Creation  and  Provi¬ 
dence, and  the  Happinefs  is  laid  up  in  (lore  for  good 
People,  will  always  makf  glad  the  Oty  of  Gvd^  the 
Tabernacle  of  the  nioU  Higheji^  which  the  Soul  of 
Man  may  be  faid  to  be  :  And  whatfoever  does  fo, 
will  be  a  Torment  and  Vexation  to  thofe  Evil  Spi- 
^  Dcemones  rits  who  feek  her  Deftruftion. 

Hence  we  may  take  up  a  Saying,  which  is  father¬ 
ed  upon  Luther  ^  Scintus  Mujtcam  Doemonibrn  etiam 
invjfam  ^  mtolcrabilem  ejfe  :  That  the  Devils  can¬ 
not  endure,  but  perfeftly  hate  Mufick.  And  we 
have  reafon  to  believe  it,  becaufe  there  is  no  fuCh 
thing  in  Hell  ^  but  the  oppofite  to  that ,  vr^,  weep¬ 
ings  and  wailings  and  gnafiing  of  Teeth,  Quite  op¬ 
pofite  to  the  Reprefen  tation  of  the  hate  of  the  Blef- 
fed  in  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  where  is  Singing 
and  Rejoycing  and  Gladnefs.  And  to  fitourfelves 
for  their  Society,  in  the  glorious  Prefence  of  God, 
we  muh  have  our  Minds  calm'd,  our  Paffions  fub- 
dued,  and  our  Souls  tempered  with  the  Precepts  of 
Religion,  for  the  hirer  Reception  of  which,  will 
the  Charms  of  Mufick  give  a  great  Preparation. 
And 
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(4.)  This  is  another  life  and  Advantage  of  it  5 
It  will  prepare  us  for  the  being  better  Edified  in  our 
Divine  Service.  For,  when  our  AfFeftions  are  here¬ 
by  Raifed,  our  Thoughts  Compofed,  and  our  Minds 
made  Sedate  and  Calm,  as  we  have  feen,  then  (hall 
we  be  in  the  fitteft  Difpofition,  the  more  ferioudy 
to  attend  upon,  and  the  more  eagerly  bent  to  re¬ 
ceive  fuch  Divine  Inftruftions,  as  (hall  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Service,  be  oftered  to  our  Under  (landing. 

The  Soul  will  then  be  qualified  to  take  the  bed  Im- 
pre (lions  5  the  Head  and  the  Heart  will  be  enliven¬ 
ed  ^  and  the  Ears  and  Eyes  will  be  opened,  through 
thofe  mod  fweet  and  charming  Sounds,  whereby 
the  Treafure  of  Goods  Things  will  be  convey’d 
into  the  Mind  ,  and  take  the  deeper  Root  in  us 
and  fo  the  whole  Man  will  be  Edified  in  the  Precepts 
of  Religion. 

Thus  Indrumental  is  Mufick  to  make  us  mod 
Knowing,  as  well  as  mod  Devout.  Our  Reafon 
too,  will  reap  a  great  Benefit  by  it,  and  we  (hall 
become  the  more  Rational,  and  have  a  clearer 
infightinto  the  Things  above  ,  by  being  awakened 
thereto,  in  the  Service  of  God,  with  jlrlnged  hjlm- 
ntcnts  and  Organs. 

The  pleafing  Force  of  which  is  fo  irrefidable  , 
that  Men  mud  do  Violence  to  their  Natural  Tem¬ 
pers  (  unlefs  they  are  mondrouOy  bad  )  to  with- 
ftandit:  This  being  fo  artificially  fitted,  as  will 
make  at  the  fame  Time  a  curious  Addrefs,  as  well  to  Amphion^  had 
the  Judgment  as  the  Imagination,  and  mud  capti- 

vate  both,^unlefs  fo  ddl  and  dupid,  as  to  be  beneath  BeaOs  sir 
the  Capacity  of  Bruits.  WiUuw  tem- 

Ejfay  upon  Poetry-  The  Po;vcrs  of  Mufick  (fays  he)  a^e  either  felt  or  known  by Tl!  men, 

""'t  T  yPon  the  Mind  and  the  Body,  the  Pa'T^onI  ind  the 

Blood,  to  raife  Joy  and  Gnef,  to  give  Pleafure  and  Pain,  to  cure  Difeafes,  and  the  mor- 
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tal  Sting  of  the  Tarantula^  to  give  motions  to  the  Feet,  as  well  as  the  Heart,  to 
compofe  diflurbed  Thoughts,  to  affiff  and  heighten  Devotion  it  felf.  Ibid,  jo.  288.  The 
Tarantula  is  a  moft  venomous  Spider,  fome  fay  a  Fly,  fo  called  from  Tarantum ,  a  I^ea- 
politan  City,  where  they  moft  abound,  whofe  Sting  is  deadly,  yet  curable  by  divers 
Sounds  of  Mufick,  Sandls  Travels^  fol.  249.  I  appeal  to  the  Experience  of  Dilfenters, 
whether  they  are  not  much  affefted,  and  think  themfelves  edified  with  the  pleafmg 
Tone  and  Cadencies-and  Elevations  of  the  Voice  of  their  Preachers  ?  and  then.  Whe¬ 
ther  tiiey  migl'it  not  be  alTifted  with  the  fweeter  Sounds  of  Mufical  Inflruments  I 

St.  among  his  Confeilions  which  he 

makes  to  God  in  feveral  Books,  fays,  fpeaking  of 
^^^„^^^^^,Church-Mufick,  How  much  did  I  weep  at  thy 
VI  in  Hymnk  Hymns  and  Songs,  being  vehemently  moved  with 
(fx  cantim  tu- the  Voices  of  thy  Melodious  Church.  Thofe  Voi- 

tkTaiefiT^  ces  did  flow  in  at  my  Ears ,  and  thy  Truth  was 
tusivocibHs  melted  into  mine  Heart,  and  from  thence  boiled 

^'^ch  an  Alfeftion  of'  Piety  ,  as  did  make  my 
Uinfluebant  Tears  to  riin  down,  and  then  it  was  well  with 

PXmbfur  “  me,  becaiife  of  them. 

Veritas  tua  in 

Cor  jneaw,  fx  ^  ^‘^"5  /^fiuebat  inde  affellm  PietatU,  cunebant  Laerymsi^' tff  bene'  mihi 
erat  cum  ess.  Aug.  Confef.  lib.  9.  in  Cake  cap.  6. 


It  feems  he  was  fo  affeded  therewith,  that  he  died 
Tears  in  token  of  a  Religious  Joy,  when  his  Ears 
were  delighted  with  the  Voices  which  fung  forth  the 
Praifes  of  God,  and  his  Heart  Inftructed  in  the  Mat- 
ter  of  them.  Andnotwithftanding,  he  feems  to  be 
afraid  of  being  carried  away  with  the  former  to  the 
hurt  and  prejudice  of  the  latter  :  yet  he  was  forced 
,  ,  to  acknowledge,  the  great  Profit  the  Church  did  re- 

c.  39.  '  c^'^ve  by  fuch  a  Cuftom,  fo  fit  for  Edification 

I  lhall  conclude  this  Particular  with  the  words  of 
/rcc/.ro/./.5.  St.  7^^y7/ to  this  effeft,  as  I  find  them  Tranflated  by 
our  Jnclidoiix  Mr.  Hooker,  Whereas  (fays  he)  the 
TO  Holy  Spirit  faw  that  Mankind  is  unto  Vertue 

hardly 
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hardly  drawn,  and  that  Righteoulnefs  is  the  leafi: 
accounted  of,  by  reafon  of  the  pronenefs  of  our 
Atfeftions  to  that  which  delighteth.  It  pleafed 
the  Wifdom  of  the  fame  Spirit  to  borrow  from 
Melody  that  Pleafure,  which  mingled  with  hea- 
venly  Myfteries,  caufeth  the  fmoothnefs  and  foft- 
“  nefs  of  that  which  toucheth  the  Ear^  to  convey 
as  it  were  by  ftealth  the  Treafure  of  Good  Things 
into  Man’s  Mind.  To  this  purpofe  were  thofe 
Harmonious  Tunes  and  Pfalms  devifed  for  us,  that 
they  which  are  either  in  years  but  young ,  or 
“  touching  Perfeftion  of  Vertue,  as  yet  not  grown 
to  ripenefs,  might,  when  they  think  they  fing,. 
“  Learn. 

O  the  wife  Conceit  of  that  Heavenly  Teacher, 
“  which  hath  by  his  Skill  found  outa  way,  thatdo- 
ing  thofe  Things,  wherein  we  delight,  we  may 
alfo  learnthat  whereby  we  profit ! 

Thus  advantageous  does  the  Ufe  of  Church-Mu«- 
fick  appear  to  be,  to  prepare  us  the  better  for  Edifi-r 
cation  in  the  Divine  Service. 

’  •  (5ly.  and  Laftly)  I  come  now  in  the  laft  place  to. 
fhew.  That  the  Organ  will  make  the  whole  Service- 
of  God  be  the  more  Solemn  and  Auguft,  and  the- 
People  more  ferious  and  Reverential  when  they  are 
at  it  ^  and  more  Silent  and  Grave  at  their  coming  in 
or  going  out  of  the  Church. 

There  is ,  befides  at  the  feveral  Times  when  the 
are  fung,  fome  other  proper  Tunes  cuftoma- 
rily  made  ufe  of  for  the  Organ  to  play  fome  taking 
Leffon  or  decent  Florifh  or  other  by  it  felf,  whicb 
goes  by  the  Name  of  Volmtarks  5  and  is  chiefly  tO; 
anfwer  this  daft  Ufe  and  Advantage  of  it. 


'30  T~he  La^fulneji  and  ^fe  of  Organs 

This  fort  of  Muiick,  is  either  made  juft  before 
the  Service  begins,  which  feems  a  very  proper  time 
for  it,  to  engage  the  Congregation  to  a  ftrious 
Thoughtfulnels,and  to  a  civil  Deportment  and  Be¬ 
haviour,  when  they  are  taking  their  Places,  and  a- 
bout  to  enter  upon  the  moft  Solemn  Adbof  Religi¬ 
on  in  the  vVorihip  of  God.  Or  it  is  alfo  iifed  at 
the  end  of  the  Pfahis^  before  the  Leffons  be  read, 
to  ftrike  a  reverential  awe  upon  our  Spirits,  and  to 
melt  us  into  a  fit  Temper  to  receive  the  beft  Impref- 
frons  from  the  Word  of  Cod.  And  it  is  contrived 
as  a  new  Ornament  and  Grace  to  carry  us  through 
the  whole  Service  with  Serioufnefs  and  Devout  At¬ 
tention  ,  with  Alacrity  ,  Sobriety  and  Peace.  Or 
laftly,  It  isufed  at  the  end  of  the  whole,  to  take  off 
of  fonie  little  whiiperirig  Difturbances,  through  the  Le- 

ty  of  Singing,  vity  of  foiTie  People,  and  to  drown  that  ungrateful 
Cap.  3.  rulhing  Murmur  and  Noife  which  the  ftirring  of  fo 
many  People  together,  at  that  time  of  going  out  of 
the  Church,  muft  occafion. 

It  being  well  provided  and  defigned  by  the  Pie¬ 
ty  and  Prudence  of  our  Governours,  to  let  nothing 
there  be  heard  in  the  Houfe  of  God,  but  what  is 
grateful  and  becoming  that  holy  Place.  And  efpe- 
cially  during  the  Time  of  Divine  Service,  all  Things 
(hould  be  performed  with  as  great  Silence  and  Re¬ 
verence  as  is  poflible.  Nothing  is  then  to  be  heard 
but  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  Voice  of  humble 
Supplicants  3  the  Prayers  of  the  Devout,  and  the 
Praifesof  foch  as  be  joyful  in  the  Lord. 

And  therefore  by  the  way,  the  indecent  Noife 
which  is  too  often  made  by  the  opening  and  clap¬ 
ping  faft  of  Pew-doors  (a  rcafon  why  anciently  Seats 
in  the  Church  had  no  Doors  to  them)  and  the  nau- 

feous 
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I'eODS  Hawkings,  and  unneceflary  Coughing  and 
Spitting  ,  which  are  made  by  the  People,  though 
little  regarded, Come  within  the  Cenfure  of  a  Diftur- 
bance,  and  may  doubtlefs  in  a  great  meafure  be  a- 
voided,  if  they  be  not  at  that  time  very  much  indi- 
fpofed  for  Civility  as  well  aS  Devotion. 

Thus  I  have  (hewn,  and  I  hope  in  feme  meafure 
proved.  The  life  and  Advantages ,  as  well  as  the 
Lawfulnefs  of  Organs  in  the  Chriftian  Church. 

It  remains  now  that  we  make  our  fincere  and  con- 
ftant  Attendance  to  the  Performance  of  our  Duty  in 
this  beft  part  of  it  eftabliihed  among  us,  where  our 
Devotion  being  raifed  with  the  additional  help  of 
Mufical  Inftruments ,  we  may  beft  acquaint  our 
felves  with  the  Excellency  of  our  Service,  and  the 
Advantages  of  it. 

But  there  remains  ftill  another  Particular  to  be  m. 
difeourfed  in  the  Third  place,  that  imports  the  An- 
fwering  the  Objeftions,  and,  if  poffible  ,  removing 
the  Prejudices,  which  the  Adverfaries  of  Church- 
Mufick,  have  againft  this  Praftice.  And  if  this  be 
not  done,  in  vain  will  the  Arguments  prove  which 
fet  forth  the  life  and  Advantages  of  this  Inftituti- 
on.  I  confefs  the  former  are  more  eafily  anfwered, 
than  the  latter  taken  away  ^  however,  having  gone 
fo  far,  I  (hall  nov/  briefly  make  an  Attempt  on  both, 
and  pray  for  Succefs. 

The  Principal  Objeftion  1  (liall  begin  with, which  Objeft.  i , 
is  brought  againft  this  Cuftom  and  Practice  of  our 
Church,  is.  That  H  n  a  JeiviJfj  Ceremony.^  and  an 
Appointment  of  the  Lapo^  hut  was  to  he  abolijloed  in 
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the  Chrijiian  Chitrch,  That^  though  H  might  fttH  well 
enough  with  that  Infant  State  :  yet  now  by  the  Coming 
of  Chrilf  it  is  to  he  done  away^  as  the  other  Ceremo- 
7Ties  of  the  Law  are.  This  is  the  utmoft  force  of  the 
Objeftion ,  as  warranted  by  the  Geneva  Annota¬ 
tions  on  this  Vfalm^  exprelly  fpeaking  to  that  ef- 
feft. 

And  'tis  great  pity  fuch  pernicious  Annotations 
fhould  be  fuifered  to  be  printed  with  the  Bible,  fo 
contrary  in  many  places,  to  the  fenfe  and  meaning 
of  it.  But  for  Anfwer  to  this  Objedion,  which  is 
.very  peremptorily  made  without  any  offer  of  proof 
.to  juftifie  it, 

Sol.  I.  I  fayFirft,  That  the  Inftitufion  of  Mufical  In- 
ftruments  in  the  Service  of  God,  was  never  a  part 
.of  the  Ceremonial  Law  ,  neither  was  it  appointed 
or  prefcribed  by  the  Law  ^  and  for  that  Rcaron,the 
ufe  thereof,  as  of  other  Ceremonies,  was  not  to  be 
done  away  at  the  Coming  of  Chrift.  And  now  to 
fhew,  That  ’twas  no  part  of  the  Ceremonial  Law, 
is  very  manifeft  for  thefe  two  Reafons.  i.  Becaufe 
they  were  in  ufe  before  that  Law  was  given.  And, 
.2  .They  were  not  eftablifhed  anywhere  by  the  Law, 
nor  till  above  Five  hundred  years  after  the  Ratifying 
and  Sealing  of  it  up. 

As  to  the  former.  Their  being  in  life  before  the 
Law,  appears,  in  that  celebra¬ 
ted  the  Deliverance  out  of  Egypt^  with  the 

Ceremony  of  Mufical  Inftruments,  on  that  Religious 
Kxod.15.20.  Account,  Exocl.  15.  20.  And  fo  likewife,  they 
might  be  ufed  on  other  fuch  like  occafions,  as  they 
i  Sam.10.-5.  were  when  Saul  was  made  a  Prophet  5  which  was  before 
tlie  Inftitution  of  thefe,  though  long  after  the  Time 
of  Mofes, 

In 
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In  (hort  then ,  The  Ceremonial  Law  was  given 
.and  compleatly  ratified  by  Mofes :  But  we  cannot 
find  any  where  that  he  gives  an  Inftitution  tothefe  ^^Except^thc 
Things  Inftruments  of  Mufick  were  not  appoint-  the  Calling  of 
.ed  in  Divine  Service  in  his  Time’,  though  poffibly  Atkmbiies,&e. 
-they  might  be  ufed  then  by  others ,  as  well  as  Mi- 

riant,  \ 

But,  in  Anfwer  to  tlie  latter ,  it  is  plain,  That 
'they  were  an  Inftitution  of  David's  in  his  moft 
.flouriftiing  ffcate  ^  and  the  firfttime  we  read  of  their 
Eftablifhment,  is,  at  his  welcoming  home  of  the 
-Ark  from  the  PhHijiines  :  And  David  j^al{e  to  i  chro.i$.i5. 
chief  of  the  Levites.^  to  appoint  their  Brethren  to  be 
Singers  with  Injiruments  of  Mufick ,  Pfalteries  ,  and 
-Harps  and  Cymbals  founding.,  by  lifting  up  the  Voice 
with  Joy,  According  to  which  ,  this  ,  afterwards 
went  by  the  Name  of  David's  Commandment  ,  and  2  chro,  2^,2$. 
the  Commandment  of  the  Lord  by  his  Prophets,  Up-  . 
on  a  very  remarkable  occafion  it  was  fo  called, 
when  good  King  Hezekjah  reftorcd  this  Cuftom  a-  3* 
gain,  which  in  the  R.eign  of  fome  evil  Kings  had 
been  neglected. 

From  both  which  places^  it  appearing  to  be  of 
David's  Tnftitution,  could  not  be  a  part  of  the  Ce¬ 
remonial  Law,  which  was  compleated  before  by 
Mofes.,  Dent,  12,  :^2,  in  fhefe  words  (after  he  had 
bid  hearken  unto  the  Statutes  and  unto  the 

Judgments  which  he  was  to  teach'  them’’ - he 

fays  )  What  thing  foever  1  command  you  obferve  to  12  ^2. 

do  it:  Thou  fjalt  not  add  thereto^  nor  d/min/f) from 

it, 

I 

I  Anfwer  in  the  Second  Place,  That  if  this  Ufe  Sol,  2, 
of  Inftrumental  Mufick  was  a  part  of  the  Ceremo- 

F  nial 
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nial  Law,  and  to  be.  done' away  in  Chrift  ^  it 

would  have  been  as  thofe  other  Typical  •  Things 
were,  a  Shadow  of  foinewhat  to  come  ,  which  was 
'  ^  to  be  done  away  by  the  Coming  of  that  Subltance  ^ 
but  no  fuch  thing  being  to  be  made  appear  ,  we 
may  rationally  conclude,  this  is  not  to  be  done  a- 
way  under  the  Gofpel.  But  the  fame  Reafon  for 
its  firft  Inrtitution,  will  always  hold  good,  as  long 
as  People  have  dull  and  irregular  Affections  to'  be 
ftirred  up,  and  raifed  fit  for  Devotion,  and  fuch 
other  Wants,  as  Mufick  is  fit  to  fupply.  And  ’tis 
as  proper  now  in  the  Chriftian  Church,  to  ftir  up 
Mens  Minds,  to  compofe  their  Thoughts,  and  to 
inflame  their  Devotion  therewith ,  as  it  was  in  the 
Reign  of  and  therefore  as  reafonable  that  it 

.fhould.be  continued. 

Objeft.2.  ,  If  IS  again  objefted  againft  this  Cuftom  ,  That 
*tis  not  fi  edifying  in  the  Chrijiian  Church  ,  as  roe 
plead  for  5  nor  fo  proper^  where  we  are  not  to  wor- 
/hip  God^.  with  External  Ceremonies^  and  the  outward 
Formality  of  Serving  him  ^  as  the  Jews  did\  but  in, 
John  4. 23.  Spirit  and  in  Truth.  And  for  this  Reafon  Injirumen'- 
t-al  Nhificki  ought  to  be  aholijhed. 

To  which  I  Anfwer,  That  it  is  no  way  Repug¬ 
nant  to  the  raofl:  Spiritual  Worfhip  whatfoever: 
But. fa  far  from  being  prejudicial  to  it,  that  *tis 
..  highly  adyantageous  to  make  the  Chriftian  Wor- 
fliip  the  more  Spiritual,  and  to  ftif  up  the  Affefti- 
ons  of  the  Soul  in  order  thereunto  3  and  by  means 
of  it,  to  make  us  the  more  ffedfaflly  and  devout¬ 
ly  to  cleave  unto  the  Lord  3  and  the  more  Attentive¬ 
ly  tQ  heed  I  the  Things  that  are  fpoken  in  his  Ser¬ 
vice, 
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vice,  for  our  bettei;  Edification ,  which  I  have  al¬ 
ready  (hewn.  And  the  Experience  of  thofe,  who 
have  profeffed  ferioufly  to  have  received  great  Be¬ 
nefit  by  it,  is  a  farther  Argument  to  convince  us 
of  its  life  5  which  ,  when  we  have  Experienced 
likevvife,  will,  I  hope,  oblige  us  to  make  the  fame 
Acknowledgment. 


There  be  Come  other  Objeftions  among  us.a- 
gainfl:  this  Thing,  of  lefTerNote,-  which  fcarce  de- 
lerve  a  ferious  Anfwer.  Some  fay ,  They  dont 
and  they  fdall  never  endure  it.  Well,  it  may  be 
fo  5  but  then  it  muft  argue  the  want  of  Prudence 
in  them,  and  Refpeft  to  their  own  Credit,  in  not 
concealing  that  Dillike,  becaufe  of  the  mean  .Opi¬ 
nion  Men  commonly  have  of  fuch  ^  Creatures  as  do 
not  love  Mufick.  4 * 4« 

Such  a  Diflike  argues  a  morofe,  fowre,  and  ill-.  By  sir  r-  i- 
natuf  d  Difpofition,  or  elfe  a  ftupid,  dull  and  hea¬ 
vy  Temper,  and  that  in  no  fmall  degree  neither. 

Othervvife,  fo  harmonious  and  piercing  a  Thing  as 
that,  which  is  fo  every  way  adapted  to  accoft  and 
captivate  with  pleafure,  the  Affeftions  of  a  well 
compofed  Soul,  muft  of  neceflity  move  it  to  a  li¬ 
king  and  a  loving  of  it  f.  This  being  wrought 

(as  Boetius  acquaints  us)  through  the  an fwerable- very  dry  and 
nefs  of  the  Notes  in  Mufick  to  thofe  in  Nature.  tough, fays  Mr. 

//oofer,  EccL 
F0/./.5.  §38. 

’And  fure  he  is  of  a  rugged  temper,  and  hath  an  ill  compofed  Soul,  who  feels  not  thefe 
Etfefts  (meaning  of  calm’d  Souls,  raifed  Affections,  and  mollified  Hearts,  by  means)  of 
that  grave  and  plegfant  Harmony  which  doth  accompany  this  Office ;  and  we  may  fear  he 
is  not  of  Spirit,  whofe  Ears  are  offended,  whofe  Spirit  is  difturbed  ,  or  his  De¬ 

votion  hindered  by  Vocal  or  Inffrumental  Mufick,  fays  'DT.CQmkr^  Ompanion  to  the  Tem¬ 
ple,  Part  I.  SeCt.  8.  §  2.  Whoever  find  themfelves  wholly  infenlible  to  thefe  Charms, 
would,  I  think,  do  well  to  keep  their  own  Counfel,  for  fear  of  Reproaching  their  own 
Temper,  and  bringing  theGoodnefsof  their  Natures,  if  not  of  their  Underflandings  into 
queftion,  ,  Sir  William  Templet  Effayof  Poetry -dt  the  vervend,  p.  340. 

F  2  '  But 
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But  however,  if  fome  People  cannot  conceal  the 

prefent  bent  of  their  particular  Difaffedions,  and  the 
Diflbnancy  of  an  ill  Temper ,  yet  how  do  they 
know  they  lhall  never  like  this  Thing  ? 

To  fayfo,-  does  farther  Argue  a  great  Obflinacy 
and  Perverfnefs  of  Mind  in  them ;  and  that  they 
fay.  They  cannot,  when  in  truth  They  will  not.- 
Certainly,  nothing  but  an  invincible  Ignorance  can 
Excufe  them'  in  fuch  a  Saying  ,  becaufe  ’tis  plain 
there  is  no  fuch  an  impoffibility  in  the  Thing,  but 
all  People  may  like  it,  if  they  will.  And  to  fpeak" 
fo  for  the  future.  That  they  never  fltall,  (hews  a  Pro- 
phetick  Spirit  of  Perverfnefs,  That  having  too 
much  Caufe  to  know  the  Inflexibility  and  Stubborn- 
nefs  of  their  own  Natural  T  empers,  they  believe  they 
fhall  never  be  able  to  polifh  and  amend  them ;  and  by 
all  their  Endeavours  to  make  their  Palhons  obey 
their  Reafon. 

But  to  regulate  thefe,  I  muft  prefcribe  Church- 
Mufick  as  the  beft  means;  and  if  Mens  Prejudices 
againfl  the  Service  of  our  Church,  be  not  too  great 
and  unreafonable,  which  ismoft  to  be  feared,  That 
being  duly  and  devoutly  attended  to,  will  in  all 
probability  efFed  the  Cure. 

So  fliall  we  be  brought  to  live  as  Brethren, 
Gonverfe  as  Neighbours,  and  go  up  to  the  Houfe  of 
God  as  Friends ;  there  joyntly  to  partake  of  the 
great  Bleflings  and  Benefits  of  our  Excellent  Service. 
On  which,  it  fhall  fuffice  at  prefent  to  Remark, 
That  though  there  be  great  Harmony  and  Sweetnefs 
in  our  Church-Mufick,  yet  none  comparable  to  that 
in  the,  Liturgy  .it  felf.  So, 


I 


37 


in  the  Chriflian  Church. 


I  come  now  in  the  lad:  place.  To  conclude  the  IV. 
whole,  with  an  Exhortation  to  you,  to  ftick  h^r- 
tily  and  devoutly  to  the  Performance  of  that  Ex¬ 
cellent  Church  Service  of  ours  Eftablifhed  among  us, 
as  being  the  befb  and  fitteft  of  any  in  the  whole  Chri- 
iVian  World, to  anfwer  theEnds  of  our  Holy  Profeffi-  - 
on,  namely,  to  give  us  a  peaceable  and  happy  Life 
here,  and  to  bring  us  to  Heaven  hereafter. 

This  Laft  is  the  great  End  we  are  all  to  Aim  at, 
and  That  the  bed:  Means  to  direft  our  Aim  and  to  ‘ 
carry  us  thither.  A  Church  we  have  the  happi- 
nefs  to  be  Members  of,  .which' for  theSoundnefs 
of  its  Doftrine,  and  Regularity  ol  its.  W brlhip,  is 
the  Beauty  oE  Cliriftendom,  and  the  Glory  of  the- 

Reformation.  ^  ■  i 

The  Value  of  whofe  Difcipline  is'  only-  leflened 
for  want  of  a  ftrifter  Execution,  and  That,  though, 
moderate  in  it  felf,  if  raifed  to  its  Primitive  Ufage, 
would  be  thought  too  rigorous  and  fevere,  and  not 
well  able' to -comport  with  the  Difficulty  of -the 
Times,  to  folve  a  prefent  Exigence.  . 

But  take  the  whole  Conhitution  of- our  Church, 
as  it  (bands.  The  Envy  of  our  Neighbours;  the  great 
Bulwark  againft  the  Inundations*  of  -Herefie  and 
Schifin,  the  Hatred  and  Fear  of  the  Church  of  Rome^ 
and,  Ihope,  the  Rock  of  Ages,  and  there  is  no  • 
Comparifon  between  this  and  any  other  Eftablifh- 
ment  in  the  Chriftian  World  :  Againd:  which.  Let 
neither  the  Malice  of  Devils ,  nor.  the  Policy  of 
Rome^  nor  the  Craft  of  Ge^eva^  be  ever  able  to  pre¬ 
vail  ^  either  to  overthrow  its  Strength  through  a  fa¬ 
tal  Divifion  among  her  Members ,  or  to  rifle  its  . 
Beauty,  through  a  Deluge  of  Vice  ^  or.  to  under¬ 
mine 
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mine  her  Foundation  by  a  Treacherous  Comprehen- 
fion. 

^  Every  Alteration  in  fo  well  an  ordered  Conftitu- 
tion,  will  be  for  the  worfe,  and  give  too  great  an 
Occafion  for  the  Triumphs  of  her  Enemies,  who 
would  be  glad  to  have  her  Honour  laid  in  the 
Duft. 

This  was  not  long  fince  the  wirtied  for  Afylum 
of  our  oppreffed  Neighbours ,  who  would  then 
have  thought  themfelves  the  happieft  Chriftians  in 
the  World,  if  they  could  but  have  obtained  fuch 
an  Eftablifliment,  or  but  the  Favour  of  her  Prote- 
(Sion  ^  but  being,  even  beyond  their  Expe(Sation, 
ready  to  receive  them,  is  not  however  fo  heartily 
embraced  and  Suck  to,  as  might  well  be  expe(Sed 
from  her,  and  pretended  by  many  of  thofe  who  are 
fled  to  us  for  Refuge. 

And  I  fpeak  it  with  aflonifhment ,  That  they, 
who  thought  they  could  never  do  or  fpeak  enough 
to  promote  its  Intereft,  and  advance  its  Glory, 
(hould  hold  fo  treacherous  a  Correfpondence  with 
thofe  who  unwarrantably  feparate  from  us,  and  can¬ 
not  ever  be  thought  to  wifh  well  to  her  Peace , 
when  they  fo  induflrioufly  feek  to  divide  her  In¬ 
tereft. 

Tis  certainly  too  juft  a  Refleftion  upon  the  In¬ 
tegrity  of  thefe  Proteftant  Refugees,  to  partake  of 
rlie  ProtecSion  of  the  Church,  without  obeying  the 
Laws  of  her  Communion.  Such  do  but  too  like 
the  Vipef  s  Brood,  eat  out  the  Bowels  of  their  Mo¬ 
ther  that  Noiirifhes  them  up,  and  Maintains  them 
with  Ability  to  fupport  themfelves. 


•But 
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But  let  us  be  more  Confiftent  with  one  another, 
and  with  our  Chriftian  Duties  ^  and  waving  all  by- 
Rerpefts  and  iinifter  felfilh  Ends,  let  us  firmly  adhere 
to  its  Doctrine,  Difcipline  and  Worlhip:  So  (hall 
we  belt  Secure  the  Proteftant  Religion  in  General, 
by  Securing  this  belt  part  of  it  Eltablilhed  among 
us:  But  chiefly  hereby  lhall  we  Secure  our  League- 
with  Heaven ,  and  the  Interelt  of  our  Immortal 
Souls,  far  beyond  our  Temporal  Welfare  and  In- 
tereft ,  which  this  however ,  through  the  Bleffing 
'of  God,  will  honeltly  promote,  aad  therefore  the 
more  fecurely  help  to. obtain. 

■  '  We  have  all  ‘thingi'that  we  cart  defire  to  accom- 
plilh  Thofe'  great  Ends  i  we  of  this  Town  particu¬ 
larly  ,  have  the  Daily  Sacrifice  of  Prayer  in  this  . 
Houfe  of  God  y  we  have  with  others  an-  Accurate 
Form  of  Prayer,  containing  the  molt  proper  Me¬ 
thod ‘and  pious  Matter,  and', fuitable  Expreffions, . 
fit  for  our  Devotion.  We  have  proper  Pfatms  z^-  - 
pinted  to  Praife  God  with,  and  proper  LefTons, 
and  conltant  Sermons  to  Inltruft  us  in  our  Duty. . 
We  have  excellent  Colle6ts,  and  a  molt,  pathetical 
Litany  to  folicit  our  Heavenly  Father ,  for  the  ■ 
Mercies  we  want,  and  to  avert  the  Judgments  and 
Dangers  we  fear.  And  now  by  a  kinder  Provi¬ 
dence  to  our  felves,  than  to  our  Neighbours,  we 
have  the  molt  proper  Means  of  Iriltrumental  Mu- 
fick,  to  quicken  our  Hearts,  and  to  raife  our  Affe- 
£tions,  to  make  us  the  more  Devout.  ,  . 

All  fo  Edifying  and  Inftrudtive,  that  it  mult  be 
our  fault,  if  we  be  not  conltantly  made  the.wifer 
and  better  for  being  here.  It  bebot'es  us' therefore 
to  take  care  that  we  be  here  often,  and  that  our 
Hearts  be.  full  of  Faith  and  Love, '  of  Humility 

and 


and  Devotion  when  we  come,  and  then  we  need 
not  doubt  of  having  been  heard  and  accepted  when 
we  go  away. 

.And  I  niuft  remind  you  ,  That  iince  now  we 
have  the  bed  Advantages  of  any  Church  in  the 
"World,  we  fliould  endeavour  to  be  the  bed  Chri- 

*  I 

dians  in  the  World,  We  mud  be  mod  wanting 
to  our  felves,  if  we  be  not,  and  our  Accounts  at 
thf  lad  ,  will  be  required  according  to  the  Talents 
given. 

We  may  perhaps  have  the  Vanity  <to  imagine  . 
That  God  will  Excufe  us  for  our  well  Meaning, 
though  in  many  Things  we  come  (hort  of  our, Du¬ 
ty.  But  let  us  not  deceive  our  felves,  arid  think 
to  mock  God,  Tis  only  doing  of  it  will  make  us 
acceptable,. 

•Let  us  then  endeavour  to  be  as  good  Chridians 
as  we  ought  to  be,  by  doing  what  is  required  of 
us  ^  So  (hall  we  oblige  "God  to  dwell  among  us, 
and  to  delight  to'  blefs  us  ,  with  what  we  widi , 
with.  Health  and  Happinefs,  with  Peace  and  Plen¬ 
ty  5  bufabove  all  with  the  Security  of  our  Church 
and  Religion which  we  are  mod  of  all  to  de- 
fire. 

For  the  doing  of  what 'is  required,  is  the  bed 
Sacrifice  we  can  olfer  unto  him.  Tis  by  our  good 
Lives  ,  we  Praife  and  Engage  him  mod.  This 
makes  the  bed ‘Mufick  In  the  Ears  of  the  Almigh- 
-ty  ,  and  is  the  Chief  Melody  of  our  Hearts,  to 
which  Mufical  Indruments  are  purely  fubfervient, 
as  being  a  proper  means  to  excite  our. Devotion, 
to  quicken  our  Minds,  and  to  raife  our  Affedlions 
towards  him.  But  all  this  is  to  make  us  the  more 
enflamed  in  our  Love ,  and  more  ready  in  our 

Obedience. 
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-Obedience.  It  being  aimoft  ifflpoffible'to 

-God,  and  to  be  lively  and  devoutly  affected  to-  (o  be  fo  af- 

wards  him,  but  we  muft  be  obedient  to  him.  And  ^ 

then,  we  ihall  love  what  he  loves,  and  hate  what 

he  hates  5  confequently  we  (liall  be  more  juft  in 

'our  Dealings,  more  upright  in  our  Converfations, 

and  more  holy  and  fincere  towards  God  and  our 

'Neighbour.  Every  way  better  fitted 'to  glorifie  him 

in  Heaven,  when  we  can  in  fervent  Devotion,  be 

raifed  to  glorifie  him  here,  with  our  cheerful  Hearts 

and  vertuous  Lives, through  the  help  of  Mufical  In- 

•ftruments. 

It  will  now  Argue  a  great  deal  of  Arrogance  and 
Singularity  in  any  of  us,  tofpeak  againft  the  life  of 
Thefe,  which  the  generality  of  Chriftians,  not- on¬ 
ly  in  this  Age ,  but  in  thofe  that  have  been  purer 
and  better,  have  approved  of,  and  looked  upon,  as 
of  fingular  life  and  Advantage/or  thofe  great  Ends  5 
and  to  help  us  forward  in  our  way  to  Happinefs, 
according  to  the  Primitive  rraj/  of  Worfjip^  by  P Calms 
and  Hymns  and  Spiritual  Songs.^  and  making  Alelody 
in  anr  Hearts  unto  the  Lord,  . 

Surely  this  which  is  the  Entertainment  of  Angels 
and  juft  Men  in  their  glorified  State,  ought  not  to 
difguft  any  of  us,  who  fliould  endeavour  the  ut- 
moft  we  can  to  be  qualified  for  their  Company,  and 
to  bear  a  part  of  their  happy  Employment,  which 
is  with  conftarit  Keadinefs  and  Agility  to  obey  the 
Will  of  God,  and  with  Everlafting  Songs  of  Praife 
to  magnifie  his  ever  glorious  Name.  This  we  are  to 
begin  here,  and  to  perfeft  with  them  above  in  the 
Qiiire  of  Heaven. 


G 
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And  I  will  not  detain  you  any  longer-  at  pre- 
fent,  from  the  grateful  Harmony  which  is  to  fol¬ 
low,  through  the  Excellency  of  our  Organ ,  and 
the  Sweetnefs  of  fo  many  well  tuned  Voices  as^  iovn 
in  Confort  with  it. 

The  Art  of  Singing  Pfalms^  which  feme  of  you 
have  happily  learnt,  may  not  unfitly  be  reckoned 
among  thofe  that  are  Divine  :  and  has  no  lefs  than 
the  Holy  Ghoft  for  its  Original ,  who  taught  the 
Patriarchs,  the  Prophets  and  the  Primitive  Chrifti- 
ans,  to  utter  the  Praijis  of  God  vpith  a  Song.  It  be¬ 
ing  fo  commendable,  and  fo  religious  an  Accom- 
plilhment,  as  does-become  the  greateft  Perfon,  and 
is  not  debafed  by  the  meanefl:  5  and  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity,  will  not  only  raife  your  Efleem,  but  your  De¬ 
votion  too. 

By  the  Grace  and’Melody  of  this  Vocal  and  In- 
ftrumental  Mufick together,  Iho’ptThk Congregation 
will  be  kept  in  a  continual  Fervor  fit  for  Devotion, 
and  for  retaining  fuch  Inflruflions  from  this  Place’ 
as  may  conduce  to  the  making  us  firft  Sober  and  Re¬ 
ligious  Ghriftians,  then  happy  and.glorious  Saints. 

The  Charms  of  which  may  in  time  melt- us  into 
Love,  and  fo  charitable  an  Afifedion,  as  that.we 
may  all  feek  the  Good’  and  Welfare  of  each  other. 
And,  I  hope ,  bring  the  life  of  Artificial  Singing 
and  Divine  .  Anthems  again  in. requeft,  and  be  both, 
ftudied  and'praftifed  too,  as  they  were  in  the  ear¬ 
lier  Times  of  Cliriflianity,.  immediately  after  the 
ceafingof  that  fort  of  Infpiration,  in  finging  Pfalms. 
and  Hymns,  _  which  was  then  .extraordinary,  and  to, 
fupply  the  place  of  it. 


Even, 
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Even  as  now,  fince  the  Expiration  of  fome  other 
Extraordinary  Gifts  which  were  then  in  the  Church, 
the  latter  Ages  muft  be  fupplyed  from  Study  and 
Learning,  if  at  all.  And  the  Pretenders  now  to 
Preaching  and  Praying  by  the  Spirit,  without  thefe, 
will  be  altogether  as  vain,  as  their  ex  temfore  Sing¬ 
ing  can  be  fuppofed  to  be  without  the  Advantages  of 

Art. 

I  am  perfwaded,  if  any  thing  takes  us  off  from 
that  Vanity ,  and  prevents  greater  Confufion  and 
Difcord  from  the  Minds  of  Men  ,  it  will  be  the 
Charms  of  Mufick,  which  by  the  Subtlety  of  its  Na¬ 
ture, and  the  InfinuatingSweetnefs  of  its  Sound,  will 
ftrike  deeper  into  the  Heads  of  fome,  than  the  clofeft 
Reafon  polTtbly  can  into  their  Hearts.  It  may 
work  out  that  Malady  which  firft  difcompofethem, 
and  then  moves  them  to  difcompofe  others  5  and  ■ 
have  the  fame  efFeft  if  had  upon  &«/,  in  making 
them  well,  and  the  Evil  Spirit  depart  from  them,  and 
they  he  turned  into  other  'bAetu  Into  Men  of  calmer  ■ 

Tempers,  more  Innocent  Difpofitions ,  and  more 
Regular  Affeftions. 

It  is  reported  to  be  the  Saying  of  an  Heathen 
Poet,  That  God  loves  not  thofe  which  love  not  Mujick- 
An  Opinion  indeed  too  Extravagant  for  a  Chriiiian 
Entertainment.  However,  we  may  obferve  this 
Curfe  commonly  attends  an  Immelodius  Conllitu- 
tioH,  That  it  argues  a  querulous ,  humourfom,  ill- 
compofed  and  ill-natured  Temper,  or  elfe  a  very 
fowre  and  melancholy  one  * :  which  in  the  Opinion  *  Spirlfm  San- 
of  the  Hebrew  Doftors,  is  quite  unfit  to  entertain 
t\\z  Shechmab^  or  Glorious  Prefence  of  God.  Among 
Minds  difturbed  with  Paffion,  and  polluted  Hearts, 
is  not  to  be  found  the  Divine  and  Gentle  Spirit.  Nay,  ^  19. 

2  we 


11,12. 


tribute  to  our  Peace,  Unity  and  Aereement ; 
each  others  But  we  (hall  be  all  knit  together 
Common  Bond  of  Amity  and  Friend  (hip  ■  i 


r  in  one- 
one 


Communion,  and  Fellowifiip.  By  this  means  we 
(hall  be  brought  to  mind  the  lame  Thing;  to  walk 
m  the  fame  Way,  and  at  laft  Arrive  at  the  fame 
Happineis  and  blefed  Society  of  Saints  and  Angels 
above, from  a  zealous  and  devout  Imitation  of  t&m 
here;  who  readily  do  the  will  of  God  in  Heaven 
and  teach  us  to  do  the  lame  on  Earth,  if  we  hope 
ever  to  come  where  they  are,  and  with  them  to  ling 
Eternal  Praifes  and  Hallelujahs  unto  him  that  fit- 

teth  upon  the  Throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  for  ever- 
more.  Amen. 

To  “which  Place  God  of  his  itjJiTiite  Aleycji  as 
M,  through  the  Merits  and  Mediation  of  his 
SoH^efus  Chri^  our  Lord,  To  whom  with  thy 
J^lf  tend  blejjed  Spirit  of  Grace^  be  aCcribed.^  as 
k  ffioSi  due,  by  us  and  by  all  the  ''World,  all 
Glory,  Power,  Might,  Majcjiy  and  Dominion 
fiom.  henceforth  and  for  ever.  Amen. 
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Imfripm.^T^  Undei*takers 
Of  '  '-Ml/ thofe  who fhall VoffititanlrSd^ 

to  fo!  Pious  a  Work, 'that  they 'will' applyhii^m{^^eP 
to  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God  , 

Bilhopof  the  Diocefs,  for  his  Approbation  of  their 
good  Intentions '  herein  5  not  doubting  of  his  Lord-  . 
fhips  Concurrence Wvith  them,  'in.,p.rdmotJng  ‘the' 

Honour  of  God,'  ahd'th'e’'Beiieft\’*of,  hiS^Chtfc^^^ 
thereby.  ^  :v."  '  o' t:>’‘  i  nr 

.  r  /  . 'fi  "  ■  .  u  >  O':  •  ^  \ 

2.  They  will  alfo  apply  themfelves  to  the'  Reve-'^' 
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he  has  in  an  Excellent  Artift,  who  (hall  be  imployed 
for  the  making  of  the  fame  with  all  convenient 
fpeed. 

3rp'hey  do,iUj'derta‘ke  to  procure  an  excellent  and 
weiL-itinfrived  of  a  fufficient  Bignefs ,  and 

■with  decent  and  proper  Ornaments  of  Carved  Work, 
anfwerable  to  the  Parilh  Church  5  and  the  conveni¬ 
ent  Place  there  is  for  the  Erefting  of  it  over  the 
In  the  faid  Church!  And  that  they  will  forth¬ 
with  give  Dire^ipus  for' the  making  of  the  fame, 
as  foon  as  they  (hall  receive  fufficient  Subfcriptions 
from  good  andpioudy  difpofed  People,  forafuita- 
ble^Sum  of  Money,  to  difcharge  the  Expence  of  the 
Organ  it  felf,  the  bringing  it  down  from  London, 
and  fetting  it  up  in’ a  decent  Gallery  to  be  ma*de  for 
thatpurpofe.  ■  '  ’■ 

V 

4.  The  Subfcribers  are  to  pay  into  the  Hands  of 

one  or  other  of  the  Undertakers  ^  half  the  Sum  or 
Sums  by  them  refpedively  Subfcribed  at  Lady-day . 
next  5  ,  and  the  other  half  ditMidfuwmer  following, 
of  at  any  other  Time  or-Times,  as  (hall  be  by  them 
appointed.  ,,  ,  '  ' 

* 

5.  The  Undertakers  do  promife  to  fet  up  the 
Names  of  all  fuch  Perfons  who  fhall  Subfcribe  the 
Sum  of  Ten  (hillings  or  upwards,  in  a  decent  Table 
in  the  Church,  there  to  remain  for  ever,  as  a  lading 
Tcftimony  of  their  being  Benefadlors  to  fo  Religious 
and  generous  an  Undertaking. 

Cadlyj  For  the  better  Encouraging  of  others, who 
fhall  be  well  alFefted  to  this  Undertaking,  the  Un- 

^  '  (.  dertakers 
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dertakers  themfelves,  whofe  Names  are  imder- 
written,  notwithftanding  the  great  Care  and  Trou¬ 
ble  and  Expence  they  will  be  extraordinarily  put  to 
beyond  others,  do  Subfcribe  likewife  the  refpeftive 
Sums  following,  hoping  a  great  many  others,  who 
are  of  Ability,  will  follow  fo  good  an  Example. 

The  Undertakers  are 


John  Nervte  Reftor. 

Roger  Chamberlain  n 

Arthur  Culme  iTCapital  Burgefles  in 
John  vpcott  c  the  Corporation. 

Robert  Burridge  -J 

Richard  Spurroaji  7  Affiflants  in  the  Cor^  ~ 
William  FroU  y  poration. 

The  Excellent  Artift,  who  makes  our  Organ; 
is  Mr.  Chriflian  Smith,  a  veryHoneft  and  Ingenious 
Man,  and  lives  in  Hart-fireet  mgh  .  BloomsbiirjiM^Tr 
ket,  London.. 
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